Sub joct: valicy of thew Government in Tre). 


Confidentiol 


The Honorable 

The Secretary of State, 

Vashineton, DB. Ce. 

Sir: 

Y huve the honor to r fer to my d -spatch no. 
1203 of Nocember 29, 195%, reporting tho formation 
of a new Government in Iru; unécr Generel] Nuri as- 
Said «wherein I mentioned my conversation with Goneral 
Nurf from which I gained the impression thet in his 
groping for some means of stubllizing the Government, 
he might find it neauosery to Lr ose seme form of 
modifiec dictatorshl;, in spite of the Tact that he 


is a staunch supporter of end believer in demooracy. 
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os Pastis SER dic Ye 6 or srgtyereien “ses Soy sn ff aig 
Subse: pial sak yg Oh oe ebusry Dy ] oe he eyepol] : wry 
spondebet oo agp ee’, a transletion of 'teh La one 
ra 
C1LESOd, Vat Drecs ration 
for tye accoanesctent yhortly of the ne Tovernment's 


policy. Te PRs Seo ety General Pua pov bene! thy 


difficettios exzpersenced by the Trauyis In thelr coverne 
ment of the country, Cue pritertly te tho ¢uul adminise 
tration with the Nritish which extate’ Crom 1929 until 
Iraq entered the Learue of Nations in 1942, and due 
also to the inherent jefects of the eonstitution, the 
administrative lew, end the Inenectorete rerclations, 
wiioh dn the c urse of time mace themselves aprarent. 
He pointed out that the new Covernment of Iraq wus 
formed on the basis of a royal, constitutional and 
derooratic rogime. Ths first two characterietios were 
knovn to the people of Tray, but the word “dezocratio" 
was not only a new «ord in the Arabic language, but 
{tas meaning; also and conocentiocn were strange to them. 
General Nuri explained that the pst olshteen years’ 
experience has demonstrated thet ecrtuin ohunges will 
huve to be made in the basic luws of tho country, in 
order to offect atabllity ant effective and construce 
tive administrution. He elso stressed that political 
parties founded on specific principles itnste:d of 
personulitics shoule be established und that an ef- 
fective Government op osition in iarlluzent should be 
encourured end per itted to ecoperute with the Gover - 
ment. He u'vocated au oultured und free presa and 
"a truly repre ontutive urliorent whic’. ft] have 
control over the Govermunt end to keep that .arlianent 
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aufe one 8 ure TY hee Men tanh Creln, the -xeoution 
of its oonatitution.g cutie ge, 
tye ee the ~ deer 
Staioper an Tanuevy Re ao Seat weyers buletod hin on 
nis addrev.n, “e enlurred won it. “e seid thet the 
entire Govermocmt gerviee vos "rotten", ang thet it 
would Suve to ba aotrletely ceoryenize? an* developed 
in uceorsanes with sound prinectples which would pree 
yide for stebility. We snid, for tisetenee, thet in 
tra pant with the rapid ohanves of sovarnnent all offi- 
efula in key positions were sutomniticeally changed. 
This, he seid, wus devoroliaings thet althouwgh many 
of th: men holding office were not efficient, still 
even the efficient ones in such circumstances lost in- 
terest und lost heart, ard in time, lost their effi- 
efency. It iu his desire to oreete a permanent civil 
service which would not be affectod by chanres of 
Government, that only cabinet ministers should change. 
In further discussing the matter, he suid “we do not 
know whether we are u dictatorship or a demooracy™. 
General Kuri left Baghdad on the morning, of the 
14th of this month to attend the imlestine Conferenco 
in London. He plans to return to Baghdud at the end 
of the month, leaving the former Vinister for Foreign 
Affairs, Towfiq as-Suwaidi, as hocd of the Traqi delegu- 
tion at the Conference. I assume thet shortly after 
Genoral Nuri's return, he und his colieesgues will 
formulate and announce the Government's new policy. 
From my two conversutions with him, and his 
broadcast uddresys, J am convincad thet he is honestly 


endeavoring to brin; ubout oonstitutionul and adminis- 


trative 
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soun®; ft OR LL OTERO Obs, “Pes Ee Bests Lave, 
Ce a eee ES te S Ore ght BO BETAS 7a We Ol ange 
af Sovetee et Sather She es OR a TY Le es eas 
cour a'étet. It fs Nuri's desires that whenaver the 
grour in . ower is becoming teo Nivheheonded in their 
exercize of mithority or are others ioe eunduetine the 
affairs of the Governvent te their ovn .éventuge and 
not te that of the state, tes Fis bea civen power pere 
haps by né with the udviee of & srhivy councs1 to dis- 
solve the Sovernment 

Aside from a few individusl ouses, he is follow- 
ing & magnunimous policy of appeasenent with all other 
noliticul leudera und their followers, and he has re- 
established the freedom of the press. 

In sprite of all this, it still mey be possible 
that Nuri -deht find {tt nececsury to adniniater the 
Government, for a time, under « nodified form of 
dictutorshi;, in order to enforce the reforms necessary 


to establish democracy. 


Respectfully yours, 


’. Hnabenshue 
Enclosure: 


Translation of . rime Vinister's 
Speech of Janucry 6, 195%. 
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adie | Gouree?t aZe-unman, Junucry 6, 1939. 
on lt; 
Speech 3rosdcast by Vis Mxcellenc; 
meh nee Sayid Nuri as-Said, :rime ‘inister 
of iraj, on the “Problems of Irac 
raat and liow They Should be Solved" 
i 
quit af oo] 3 
moose nh ae i Gentlemen: 
in he a re What are the problems of Iraq? tiow did they develop? 
: | are we in need of « minute analysis of the present politi- 
gmtyavou 7 oT Doo «gal situation? Yes, for if we do not analyse this regime 
| with frankness, courage and resolution and look for its 
dada ads Ts fbr fos defects, we will not be able to find the effective remedies 
for our problems. 
ha eft acho > | 
. | We now begin with the first regime of Iraq, during the 
dmenvieyo es formation of the provisional government toward the end of 
— 1920, the arrival of the late King Faisal, and his proola- 
ihwet s cout ots. mation by the people of Iraq as their King. As far as I 
. can remember thet proclamation was based on the establish- 
rokfoq auonlin digg st ment of a royal, constitutional and democratic government. 
: The word "demooratic", a8 I recollect, was the talk of 
fSBoa evebrad foo tal ie: private and public circles, because it was a new word and 
we not Arabic. Some of the people were of the opinion that - 
‘Mobost? eds bo flac. it need not be used while others found different interpre- | 
ae tations for it. <A section of the Iraqi people was satis- _ 
iid {fn to eftcs 7. fied with the establishment of a royal and constitutional 
a government whereas the rest committed the monarchy to this 
“$2 batt tas to be tos provision, as we remember, and the proclamation was made 


aoe 4n accordance with that form. 
“yomtd we oro sete 
During that regime we were all endeavoring to take 


fxebto nt eobtisred. ta over gradually the responsibilities from the British autho- 

ye | ities, Our aims were directed toward the assumption of 

“ywostoersb detivac.. . | complete responsibilities and the obtainment of our in- 

" | dependence. 

baqaeH | Since then Iraq has been progressing in accordance 


with that spirit and those principles. In each one of our 
stages, we endeavored to lay down sound principles and good 
laws for the country but the participation of the British 
authorities in the administration prevented the fulfilment 
of those laws, regulations, and principles. The more im- 
. portant among these, you may remember, were the Traqi con- 
~ wepounton, | stitution, the administrative law, the Inspectorate Regu- 
nO, lations, et cetera. These were all imbued with a spirit 
ell to qobte fen” based on the principle of a dual system government. The 
a VrauaRs Ve aa, constitution was estallished in 1922 end its provisions 
; were drafted outside Ireq and submitted to the Ministry of 
OUR, op uit Justice. I remember that tis !xcellency Sayid Naji as- 
one Suwaidi was then Minister of Justice. "e diagnosed the 
e, fers | | constitution and was able to improve certain of its prin- 
nn ciples, The Council of i“inisters later mede more slight 
| improvements, Nevertheless, the constitution remained 
ambiguous, vague and defective. «long the path of progress 


hood 


in 


{in its new life, ira bas detected the week points 
vagueness and the ambiguity in thet constitution "ike - 
wise, the electoriul law is untiquated because it was 


Ose Tos ~ 

tq0e | {ssuec, J rene ber, atout HO yeurs avo at the time of 
Te ‘adhat Tasha, while electorai laws should be revised 
mates from time to time, perheps every ten years, in order that 
cae the country nay be truly represented, 5 


: Similerly, the administrative law was dr 

i irafted 

' the same principles of dual participation in the reapon- 
sibilities of rule and so the Iraq Government continued t 
| progress alone that line until it Joined the League of fe) 


ot ee 7 i Sy! I remember thet some of the Traqis used to define 
enn ii . a thet state as "exceptional" because, in fact, we find 
; ete "exceptions" and problems in every stage of our life 
Pee ee OE when Iraq desired to have a royal, constitutional and 
Saab aia s democratic government, it desired, undoubtedly, fully to 
fatyord of Wet: realize those principles, but the state of affairs then 
: Be oo prevailing did not permit it to do so. It w 
anid ‘to fevibooy aa as hoped that 
to ofqooy th? oe a upor our entry into the League of Nations we would imme- 
feorg hit a enn 4 a oly an Went loss of time start to remedy the 
ooncp tavern oe e ets to order that we might put into existence a royal, 
| woidersc sh we constitutionol and democratic government. 
forto offduc fm The meaning of the first two words 
ee Re » royal and consti- 
nd TO oO yois a tutional, is understood. But the difficulty is in the i i 
Se eee et wet fees lemooreoy? ng of the last one - demoorucy. What then is | 
mdaiidatas est fle. | 
LC edd agora Sieve: A democratic government, gentlemen, oan be und 
tie ae MO . when we know of the existence of two government? or two | 
te Se oeorahwoggr | kinds of regimes in old and modern times. The first is 
jainot guide «loa! : ooveenmonte are ai and the second democratic. Dictatorial 
parcabey oN heehen ex Whioh te te aedcat. divided into different forms one of 
° ger eed ie whe nton vidual, headed by one person, which ends with 
tortie fomecden ga ae i iat abate of that person. Another form of dic- 
tukccugged abel 9 EANOE iP based on the principles of a small group de- 
TE a g to realize those principles within the atmosphere 
at ppt ait om! and cavironnent of its own oountry. It follows those 
eal pat nee ; . ane ene io sent ae abnormal way until at last it returns to ! 
ort joae dbtic oo an eal state, which is democracy. 
dud yrinues ond Democracy has characteristics different f 
| Innes ond | st: rom those 
arabs oe at ankaiss . | ore sobatorship « The first characteristic of democracy is 
ot EOE are parties vith of a representative parliament founded on 
Hoy gnu! oe ee - Rajorit . specific principles endeavoring to obtain a 
raat ma caren principles phe? if the parties are not founded on specific 
a pores a eo sequently w sy would be defective and the cove;nment con- 
9 okgtoni= od oe love Rot alt d not be democratic, because dictatorship 
Ld Tag ey Bobet | one on Which thee existence of any party other than the 
aT ehie ue = op charactenioti he dictatorship is founded. One of the 
add od. “a + Ot cultured ox cs of democrucy is the existence of a free, 
eae ns Ng pe of the Dartion which propagates and defend the principles 
ide Buy vats rod ta nlso ie the an And one of the characteristics of democrucy 
tito thes . oo honest or ao stence of opposition in parliament, whethor 
Ler LOVs a and fabri ’ Cannot say. This opposition might deviate 
Roanpn . : Cate non-existing ideas but it is one of the sup- 


porte ‘ i 
Ts of democracy. The men in »nower must forbear it 
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and, if the opposition 1s besed on incorrect principles, 
tt will firet burt. itself sne not the Covernnent. 


These gefects, Fo porerber, oF believe, hove done 
harm to us ang lec ul to the events of which we now come 
plain. “es eon not blame any specific person or froup. 
ut the blame, if it should be attributed to any one thing 
is due to our inexperience in this ficld. ‘Therefore we _ 
must unite and co-operate in order thet we may improve 
the defects of our political life. If we really aim, as 
we once did, to establish ea royal, constituticnsl ond de- 
mooratic government, Wwe May ondeeavor sincerely to reuch 
that aim, and unite to make a pact which may be summarized 


in three points: 


1. The necevrcity of establishing, constructive and 
not destructive parties, with sound principles, compatible 
with the high aims of the country. These parties are vital 
for the desired democretic life. 


2, The acceptence of opposition ané its co-operation 
with the Government in the public policy. 


3, The encouragement of a cultured and free press 80 
that it may not have recourse to praise or abuse; the 
strengthening, of parliamentary life by {mproving the con- 
stitution and the electoral law in order to acquire a truly 
representative parliament which will have control over the 
government; and to keep that parliament safe and secure 
from prorogation during the execution of its constitutional 
duties. 


I am unable now to present to you the program of the 
Cabinet which I have had the honor to be entrusted with. 
However, upon the arrival of the Minister of Interior and 
upon deliberation with my colleagues I will submit my 
program which will include this spirit and these principles 
and deal with the treatment of probloms and defeots as much 
as possible. If the program meets the approval of 'is 
Majesty and that of the Iraqi people, “we will, by the help 
of God, put it into execution. 


I desire to conclude my talk by reading the Fatiha 
for the souls of all the country's martyrs, whether states- 
men, soldiers or civil officials. The occurrence Of sac- 
rifices was inevitable. The nationa which do not benefit 
from mistakes and do not prepare themselves for the future 
will not be able to make uny good progress in life. I pray 
that Iraq shall, by the will of God, progress under the 
aegis of His '‘ujesty the Xing towards its high aims which 
are based on sound principles. 


Translated by: JNC/AJL/ jebd. 


} 
! 
i 
i 
i 


TELEGRAM SENT 


secatate, washington 


4 Date: Februur: 24, 10 a.m., 1939, 


_ 


ode: Gray Charged to: orrice 


ore towas 


Parliament was dissolved yesterduy after deb: tes 


indicated it would not cooperate with new Nuri Govern- 
ment. Political situation unsettled. Despatch fol- 


lows. 
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Baghdad, Irsq, Februury 27, 1959. 


NOs 245 


Sub ject: Dissolution of Parliament: oview of 
tie Political Situation. 


Confidential 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 


Sir: 


Confirming my telegram no. 1 of February 24, 
10 a.m., J have the honor to report that Parliament 
was dissolved by royal decree on February 23 last. 
The dissolution oame as almost a complete surprise, 
as it had been the apparent plan of the Nuri Govern-~- 
ment to continue with the old Parliament until the 
Budget and a number of other lavs could be passed in 
the hope that the old Purliament would cooperate in 
this respect and would likewise approve a number of 
constitutional amendments desired by the Government 
before its dissolution. It has been customary for a 
new Government to dissolve Parliament forthwith, but 
by the above plan it was apparently felt that the 
constitutional amendments desired could thus more 
easily be obtained, for all guch amendments must be 
approved by a two-thirds majority of both the Senate 
and the Chaber of Deputies and the Chamber must then 
be dissolved. A new Chamber must then be elceoted and 
the amendments approved by the previous Parliament 
must again be anproved by a two-thirds majority of 
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each Cha ber wefore “ronmulsuetisn by Che Kine. 


It aopears from the losul press thut the immediate 
earse of the di soluvion vag mn datate held in Porlisament 
on February @ 1th wol@h put the Government in a very dif- 
fet cosition. A Deouty from “ub, Sarita Daud age 
Shadi, had Gemunded the triglh of coubers of the former 
Gabinet for aller abus .« in conn ction with the mali- 
cious propegands luv. The Deputy in question had a 
deen personal gricvanc’, aug hh: vas one of those who 
had been eoported to the provinees by the Vidfail Cabi- 
net just beSore its fall in the belief that he was 
responsible for some of the bo;nbing outrages which had 
been perpetrated shortly thefore. The Nurt Cabinet took 
a neutral attitude toward Deputy Saudi's proposal, but 
the debut’ cot out of hand and some of those taking 
part warmly defended and praised the r-cord and achieve- 
ments of the previous Cabinet. ‘When the vote was taken, 
Sayid Saadi cast the only vote in favor of his proposal, 
The Arabic press suggests that as a result the present 
Cabinet cume to the conclusion that it could not rely 
on the cooperation of the Chamber in approving, the 
budget and the constitutional amendments mentioned 
above, and therefore proceeded to its immediate disso- 
lution. That this was the primary reason seems to be 
borne out by the text of the decree itself which in 
transletion reads as follows: 


"hereus Constitutional procedure re- 
quires com:lete harmony betwoen the Execu- 
tive and the Legislative, and existing cir- 
cumstances in the country call for import- 
ant reforms making the existence of such 
harmony of the greatest importance to the 
Cabinet, and us the Cabinet feels that no 
such harmony exists at present between it- 
self and the present Majlis, it has been 
decided, in accordance with Article 26 of 
the Constitution and in pursuance of the 
decision of the Council of Ministers, to 
dissolve the Chamber of Deputies and to hold 
new elections.” 


The Department will recall that Parliement had 
been prorogued for one month on December lst last by 
the Midfai Cabinet and that upon the accession to 
power of the present Nuri Cabinet it was prorogued one 
month more, the maximum allowed by law, until February 
lst. However, only three meetings of the Chamber and 
one of the Senate had beon held previous to its dis- 
solution on February 23rd. The new Parliament must 
assemble in special session not more than four months 
after the date of dissolution, that is, not later than 
June 23 next. 


It 18 apparent with the dissolution of Parliament 
that the new Government has encountered serious 
trouble and may have difficulty in maintaining itself 
in power. The Department will recall that General 
Nuri as-Suid and his new Cubinet eume into office on 
December 25th last; that Sayid Naji Shawkat, who for 
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the last five years had been Traai tir’ ster in Ankara, 
was anpointed Minister of interior end urrived in 
Baghdad to assume his dutiss on Junusury 10, (entering 
Traq incidentully, on the first Taurus Express to 
cross the fromticr, 68 the new railwey extension is 
now completed almost all the way to Mosul); and that 
General Nuri left Barhdud on January 14 to varticipate 
in the conferences which took place in Cuiro and are 
now continuisg in London on the Pulestine situation. 
Since his departure, No ji Shawkat ‘ag been Acting Prime 
“winigter, and Rustum Haidar Acting Foreixn Minister. 
It ig reported that the Acting Prine Minister was at 
first very conciliatory in all his actions, but that 
more recently, imbued with the methods which he has 
sean employed in Turkey during the last rive years, 

he hag run rather rough-shod over any Opposition. He 
hag instituted the system of weekly press conferences, 
and in his first one was revorted hy the local press 
as stating that Iraq's progress had not been all that 
could be desired. He said that there are nations, 

some near and some far, whose status twenty years ago 
was similar to that of Traq, which have since far out- 
stripped this oountry, the reason being, that these 
nations "marched in a specific direction” whereas Iraq 
has stumbled and faltered in its course. This, how- 
ever, the Acting Prime Minister added, should not pre- 
vent Iraq from marching straight down the path of 
progress in the future. 


Due to reductions in revenue becuuse of decreased 
exports and imports and a general slackening in 
business, and due also to a great increase in expendi- 
ture tecause of the capital works prorram, especially 
the completion of the Baiji-Tel Kotchek extension of 
the railway, the new Government finds itself ina 
rather difficult financial situation. In order to 
cope with this, it announced its intention of reducing 
by 10% the sslaries of all officials and employees 
receiving more than 18 dinars (about $90) per month. 
As this meant the reduction of the salary of every 
army officer and the army was responsible for bringing 
the new Government into power, considarable dissatis- 
faction was at once felt and it is reported that a 
number of important army officers expressed their dis- 
pleasure to General Taha al-Hashimi, the Minister of 
Defense. Additional difficulties for the new Govern-~ 
ment were brought about by an unexpected outbreak be- 
tween one branch of the important Shammar tribe in the 
north and the Obaid tribe. A tribal feud, which hed 
been allowed to lapse for almost twenty years, was 
suddenly renewed by the assassination of members of 
the ruling families of the two tribes. It is under- 
stood that the Government has taken strong measures to 
prevent the outbreak of fighting between the two 
tribes. Furthermore, the new Rais of the Royal Diwan 
and Private Secretary to the King, Sayid Rashid Ali 
al-Gailani, a former Prime Minister, is an astute poli- 
tiolan whose intrigues against former Governments have 
been notorious. It is rumored that he has taken ad- 
vantage of General Nurits absence te carry on renewed 


intrigues, 


ae 


gntrigues, presumably with tne hops cf assuming power 
himself at some appropriute tine. It is even rumored 
that the Acting iarine Mintster, Mali Shoykat, would be 
receptive to a change if he could beeene the irine 
Wingister hivself, a position he has held before. The 
local press and the private radio station of the King 
have, 23 is being reported in @ sevarate despatch, 

been carryine on un extensive cavpaten against the 
Shoikh of Kumeit in favor of the inclusion of the Sheikh- 
dom of Kuwait in Iraq. his of course hus possibilities 
ud baie eb trite d= of causiny difficulties with the British Government, 


pists ve a ar 


vi . oe | All these problems have put the Crsbinet in «a rather 
fit eee ar tae awkward position and have yriven rise to the feeling 
OI. GP BS pe GS thet the Government itself mirht fall unless General 
ARE ag Ae Bae Nuri hurried back to Baghdud. This he seered reluctant 
OS Par ee . He gS to do because of the imnortance to the Arab world of 
BON sd seyatt po be the Paleatine negotiations being curried on in London. 
moo Sow we understand this mornine, however, that he left Lon- 
Pa Pe - aha don the day hefore yesterduy and is exneeted to arrive 
Ws SBS ee he ws here tomorrow, although it is known that he telerraphed 
Pont fare arr on” his wife only & few days aso that he would sot return 
POH od sei te before the middle of March. 
THM ba eee 
Te DOP Saree cesee x It its interesting: in this connection to recort a 
SEY tes Beelpoak 7 conversation I had several days avo with the British 
4 Os, Pe ght Ambassador, Sir Maurice Peterson. Mentioning the in- 
Morar rimet oa Fotis: trigues allegedly being carried on by Naji Shawkat and 
uIPT ofdon!l sgore: | Rashid Ali, he remarked that Nuri had better return to 
. Baghdad soon or he misht find no Government to return 
oldoubeon odo oud to. This morning I suw him again when we were being 
edrogqmat Pes esroy f presented to the Iranian Crown Princo and, referring 
fe sib bes pbeeurore | to our previous conversation, commented on the fact 
add tto pence that Nuri would be in Bashdad again tomorrow. He smiled 
Ad “lo so tia sine: ae and expressed his pleasure at this, indicating that Naji 
wed ong yveadetone Shawxat had been difficult to deal with. I gained the 
Olt Shy oe eg distinct impression that Nuri was returning earlier than 
BoE ,ebsd csv on | intended at his, the Ambassador's, surgestion. The 
.epetisise «id kel ou British of course prefer to deal with Nuri who has real 
mend ores acivio: ability and is willing to cooperate with them. | 
ietoaedd dace abo co: 
edd bas rseltte wo. While the press was taken by surprise at the dis- 
bodes vo wee solution of Parliament, it has published surprisinely 
PaomoO ds Baw toldhe: little concerning it, largely, it 1s believed, because 
 tnedtoce? Cte met: of the visit to Baghdad of the Iranian Crown Prince 
Y farened of vtueesle | on his way to Cairo to marry an Fryptian princess. One 


fenotdi bss important newspaper, however, "Al-Istiqlal", which had 


a RA iG) sia es Be | been Suppressed by the Midfai Cabinet, has come out 
do dew s Sa et editorially in support of the Government's action in 
 OledO eis ou alt dissolvine Parliament, while taking advantage of the 


Opportunity to attack the tormer Cabinet and Chamber 

of Deputies for failing, as it claims, to act in the 
best interests o1 the country. The following paragraph 
in this editorial is of special interest as being a 
public admission that the local press is being subsi- 
dized by unnamed foreign rovernments: 
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ents with lts cornji- 


of General bura, iv is expected 
leetion of tne new farlisment 


will be com: leted ut once and that the statement of 


policy of the new Coe 


binet, which hes been Lone delayed 


due to his absence, Will at lust be published. Further- 


rore, the press bore 
tion of Parliament, 


y reports thet, with the dissolu- 
any plan for the reéuction of 


galarics hes of necessity been ;oatponed, if not aban- 


doned. 


If the continued sup;ort of the army is there- 


py assured, it would seem that Generel Nuri should be 
yble to carry on with his present Government for the 


tire being 2t Leust. 


The situation has, however, be- 


come so unsettled that it will be impossible to pre- 


lish himself firmly 


dict for some time whether he will be able to estab- 


in power and carry out the rather 


{Indefinite reforms sugpested in his radio address to 
the nation, the text of which was discussed and trans- 
mitted in my despetch no. 1221 of January 16, 1939. 


Respectfully yours, 


File no. 800 /¥¢.7 
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TELEGRAM SENT 


. Secstate, vwoshingeton Date: marc! 7, | pem., 1939, 


No. 6 
e: Gray Charged to: Office 


Vy 1, Febru ry 24, 10 a.m. A plot of 
a few army officers and rossibly civilians to 
overthrow the King and the Government has 
been discovered and appurently checked by 
the arrest of the conspirat»:-rs. The Govern- 
ment is in control und no disturbances have 


been reported. 
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Copy in W.Murray flie. 


Baghdud, Iraq, Maroh 9, 1939. 


Dear Wallace: 


Under date of November 21, 1938, Paul Alling, 


| then Actin: Chief of the Division, wrote me request- 
ing a report recurding German pol!tical and economic 
activity in Traq. At the time of the receitpt of that 

| letter, I had otvtained no information of much value 
or interest in addition to that reported in my des- NY 
patch no. 1019 of Arril 28, 1938. Yestorday, how- Be 
ever, I had the op;ortunity of discussing this sub- 


jeot with the British Ambassador, Sir Maurice Peter- 


versation together with some additional comment in 
my daspatch no. 1252 of this date. 


Sincerely yours, 


son, and T am now revortine the results of this con- ~ 
P. Krohenchssn 
| 
H 


Wallace Murray, “squire, 
Chicf, Division of Near “astern Affairs, 
Depertment of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


File no. 800 
JCS/wip. 
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Baghdad, Ira., .ureh 9, 1939. 


No. le5e 
Subject: German Peonoric and rolitice}) 
Aetivity in Iraq. 


Confidential 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 

In my despatch no. 1019 of April 28, 1938, I had 
the honor to submit a few observations on German poli- 
tical and economic activity in the Near East, especial- 
ly Iraq and the Persian Gulf. Yesterdey I had the Op- 
portunity of discussing this subject with the British 
Ambassador, Sir Maurice Peterson (recently appointed 
Anbassador to Spain), and his comments will no doubt 
be of interest to the Departmont. 

I asked the Aubaussador whether he had noted much 
evidence of Gorman :enetration, cconomic and political, 
in Iraq. He said that as far as he knew there was not 


much 
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much abnormal econonie penetritior, but that they were 
still making e°forts to seli arvanents to the Tragi 
Government, which action of @rurot hed uw soliticel fla- 
vor. He mentioned Hans Steffan (forserly honorary con- 
sul general of vCer-any in Addis Ababa) who seems to be 
here representin, German armament interests and who is 
constantly making efforts to contact Iraqi arny officers 
with a view to the sule of Germun armanents. I mene 
tioned that his predecessor, Sir Archibald Cluark-Kerr, 
had told re that the Iraql Government compluined taut 
the British Governrent would not supply what they re- 
quire and that therefore they had to purchase elsewhere. 
He said that the sane complaints were mace to him and 
that the Iraqis claimed thet in accordance with their’ 
treaty of alliance the British were obliged to furnish 
Iraq with arms. He said that he informed them that this 
was not the cuse, that the Treaty merely bound Iraq to 
purchase thelr arms from Envland, but that the dirfi- 
culty was their inability to pay for them. 

The Ambassador also stated that the Germans are 
still making an effort to get the contract for the sup- 
ply of 100 busses for the proposed new bus service of 
Baghdad and that they had just recently come down in 
their price again, but he seemed confident that the 
Germans would not get the order. He said that Dr. 
Grobba, the German Minister, had also made an effort to 
Sell equipment to the Baghdad Technical School, but 
that again he did not seem to think they would get the 
order, In that connection, he suid thet he, the Ambas- 
8ador, had persuaded the Iraq Petroleu:s Comnany to 


make a contribution of equipment to that school. Cop- 


lea 
Copies 


Copies of the tercs of thre Loncer for the 100 bus- 


ses mentioned by the Ambe stdor were trans-itted to the 


hae Departrient sev ral months arc. No decision has yet 
peen reseed. Hovever, the Rrittsh sod Terman Govern- 
ico ments have Gopnr-ntiy subsidized the rosncetive gritish 
wae 7 and German companies making the best bids and the Traqi 
Oo tee ae aaa? | Governnent will thus be able to drive a shurp bargain. 
batt TS pag? : In all probalility, however, a Pritish corpany manu- 
OOPS oe ee facturing diesel-powered busses will fet the order. 
OES aha 8 ; | The local agents for American busses also submitted 
Sis feo: eka 7 bids, hut have not attempted to mect the prices now be- 
oTet hi. ee ing offered by the British and German companies, as 
OMAR eds bee aa | this business is no longer attractive from a commercial 


extalo ein To, standpoint. ‘The gift of machinery and equipment to the 


ons cba t lea 6.0%; | Baghdad Teohnical school by the Ireq Petroleum Company 
pew .ove vent | referred to by the Ambassador was reported as an item 
SONS phos cl 2ab-. in my current events despatch no. 1248 of March 3, 1939. 
ST Hee baer eee i Since the submission of my despatch no. 1019 of 

EP Sot ee Pee eee 8 7 April 28, 1958, further statistics have become avail- 
LB Ee i ae | able as to the trade between Ir.q and Germuny. As 
Saotta ae wctiMer Cin | reported in that despatoh, the total value of imports 
ot Bsonsud is’ teh. : into Iraq from Germany in 1945 was about Iraq Dinars 
Lyedd gate bas hal | 555,000 and in 1936, I.D. 465,000. In the former year 


dud .dbeues voit, 2 Germany oceunied sixth place, furnishing 5.24% of all 


1 ten ton blu. wan: Iraqi imports. In 1936, Germany occupied fourth place 


 sahaae aa. with 6.46% of the total imports. In 1937, it can now 


Pegfoet deaf uo! be reported, Gernany furnished Iraq with goods to the 
Ge ee iy og Oe Value of I.D. 630,000, but was in fifth place with 
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country occupi-s 4 very low position in the list, the 
total values in the years 1935, 1936 and 1937 being 
respectively T.5. 55,900, I.D. 95,090 an* I.3, 185,000, 
which constituted respectively 1.93%, 2.754 and 3.39% 

of Irag's votul oxvorts. Germany's position in the 

list was respectively tenth, eleventh and ninth. 

Statistics for the yeur 1958 ure not yet available, 
put it is estimated that the imports into Iraq during 
that year were about the same, but that oxports fell 
off about 40%. Germany is believed to have rained 
slightly in imports, which consist principally of cast- 
{ron and steel products, mostly in the form of machin- 
ery. Germany has also sold a certain amount of oil 
equipment to the Iraq Petroleum Company. At the present 
time a group of German workmen are constructing oil 
tanks in the Kirkuk field of this company and it is un- 
derstood that they will leter construct tanks at both 
Tripoli and Haifa. It is also understood that the 
Anglo-Tranian Oil Company has purchased a certain amount 
of German equipment for its refinery at Abadan, Iran, 
and that the Standard O11 Company of California has pur- 
chased some refinery and pipe-line equipment of German 
manufacture for the use of its subsiciary Bahrein Fetro- 
leum Company in the Persiun Gulf. 

Dr. Grobba, the German Ministor, continues to be 
very active on behalf of German commercial interests. 
Due to political cevelopnents in Europe, however, his 
position in this country in which the British are domi- 
nant has of course suffered. We has baen absent in 
Jeddah part of the winter, but othorwis2s has not been 
88 active socially as in previous years. On the other 
hand, the nev comnercial secretary of the British 


ymbassy, 


Fr, 


ee Koad 


. Embassy, “re John “ale Ty ess eons hope Spar. Ynarog 

. Aires, ‘as be ver sehive tre ts recerted te te eome 
ae petine with Dr. “Urabhs on ove teres s¢ Cor as genlz 
po for Britis! comm reial interests ta eoneer.e’, 
ae" I have ict obtefned any very definite iifornetion 
yi concerning Dr. Grobbu's trip to Jeddah, where he pram 
eT ' sented his credentials as Germany's first “inister to 
if fap Mus ah p | Saudi Arabin. The d- tulls of hii. cecarture ana return 
PAM OTS eg te | were reported in my Current events decrutch no, 1246 of 
porns) oe GS Ohad | March 3, 1269 und previous despateres. H- has, howe 
© dao Bl ede | ever, stated since his returr that he definitely was 
fouhotd foes en os, not seeking, either oi] or ,old concessions in Saudi 
pee Be a Te | Arabia. le told me that upon his arrives] at Jeddah 
peti edd sd ios, | he found there the re;resentatives of both Anerican 
IBGE TO ei bn, and British oil companies, who were ver, cool to him 
Ey Avatl. ont ale, at first. However, as soon as they learved that he was 
fiw yoiid desig boot. roally not negotiating for an oil concession in western 


$I tiuh bare lie. Arabia, they becave very friendly to him. There are 


qnoo Li0 aimotieoos rumors, however, that Dr. Grobba did conclude with King 
OT taenadupe mais Ibn Saud a trada or barter a;reement of some kind. 
JfaabnasdG oasig tac It may also be of Interest to asd that from time 


B yitenitioy cmos to time Dr. Grobta circulates among Traqis pamphlets 


| 
| 
| 


| 

| 

! 
ex any cob wus toods | with regard to Gernuny--the most recent of which was 
ef add Ai Viger | & copy in English of Herr lUWitler's speech to the Reich- 
Qeatl ~wddur ws) stag of January 30, 1939. 
Yipes nO wads In sunmary, 1t seems clear that, while the Sermans 
Seveb snvid dion OF 0% | are very sotive in Iray, their trade with this country 

! 
duoo aide ai aelt. | is relatively small and they are not making uny great 
tun sen you VG Fah oe | Progress in the way of further cconomle penetration. 
niwoues mons It also appears that, sinecu the vrisis cf September, 
ent floes 1958, the British are sore active in combatting 
ote oh German 
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German attoemrts to better their ecrmercisl rosition in 


this country. 


Respectfully yours, 


p. Knabensnue 
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TELEGRAM SENT 


Secstate, Washington Date: 
No.: 8 


Charged to: Office 


oro 1-~1162 


Gray 


My 5, March 7, 2 p.m. After trial by mixed 
military and civilian court five conspirators 
including Hikmet Suleiman, former Premier, were 
condemned to death and two to penal servitude. 
All death sentences except one have been commuted 
to various terms of imprisonment, Hikmet receiv- 


ing five years. 


Knabenshue 


Draft: JCS 
Encode: WJP 


March 20, 10 &.m., 1939. 
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Subfect: Turt sovernment's ro. .ur af alley. we 


APS 


Tho Honoreble 
The Secretary of Jtate, 


Washington, D. C. 


Referring to my dug~nateh no. 1221 of January 16, 
1939, discussing the polloy of the Government of 
General Nuri os-Suid whieh took office on Decenber 
25 last, to my desontch no. 1245 of Yebrusry 27 ree 


porting the dissolution of tarliacont, on} to my des 


patch no. 1264 of March 25 infornine the Denartment 


of a plot to overtirow the “ine ans che Soevernment anc 
the trial of the oorsnirutors, T have th. honor to en- 


Close @ auomerdved trurcleiion of the "srocrum of 


volicy" 


cee rn ee emmmetnten ammem a 2 


policy" EP Oe ER Tove. mt vat Mea gs 2 A $5, the 


“ 


"Tray Vives" of 7 oreh 2B. The celay 


we 
“4 


1 formulating 


: te Peon ro © aye oe aie We (dcipagnite fe + 
end tocdn frre) es Goma ram. Grea Oc oe oe ca Plage, Ter it 
pae bear the etotor fr ese ome. Cubtr os te isgne such 


a statevart, 648 of eGurse dus five w to the Geszarture 
of Senersl Suri aearly fin January for ionton to take 
vart in tue tGlest’ne Conversations wileh were held 
there, thar to the dissolution of .artta ent and the 
resulting volitieal erisis which made it neeansary for 
hin to return te Bachdsd, and Cinilis to the nlot to 
overtiroy the Governnent rafvecrad to above. 

The prorran of noltey of the precent Government 
is, ad is usuul, made up mostly of vencralities to 
whieh all vabinets could subneribea., Tt coves, however, 
state that conersl parllanmeuntury eleetions have beer. 
proclaimed to enable the nation to “ive its vardict on 
the Governmont. The first stecrs for the oleetion of 
primary slectora were in Tuct enrr{-d cut in Baghdad 
yostaerduy. 

The srocrum alss feelaras thet cteso era being 
taken to anend the constitutLon. This in@Leaates that 
reese nt avents heve not eruseat the Cabinet te cive up 
its plans in thia renpeet as reported In the abovo- 
montionad Vaspatehes, The ot.tocenl asverts further 


that the Tabtio G e£hli combat dear te 


— 


[Yopoganda, and, 
rolnting out that POS wont tive cnvcuraced some 
ary officers tu dubble da polities, abpeieoces that 


LOwill sep hehe te “ais ae sat Le aby actlon not 


UN UREs Sia eeu OT LOPEI os 44ers Ee Dun inet 


BRNOUnEE 


announces that it whlloore ovop us enoane the 300ne@ 
of the arab alliance b. strencthent.. the opesent -Olie= 
tioul, weno de un cultural pel otias one iL. working 


for the inds en enve Of net Miortor Arab stotes in &C= 


ecrdancse wi ti the wisghee of their ji abfbentes thot dt 


will foster ¢riendly relotions with “Creat “ritain on 


\ 
i 
i 
: 
: 
i 


the tasis of the alliance and vutual interests of the 
two nations; thot it will strenethen the Yriendship 

and cooperation amon. the powers of the Sa'tadabad Paats 
and thot it will follow a policy of rriendship and 


reciprocity with all other States. 


vespeetfully yours, 


. 


t. Knabenshuoa 


Enolosure: Summarized "Yrogram of rollLoy". 
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PROGRAMME 


a oe SE ammene 


Amendment of the 
Constitution 


FORTHCOMING 
ELECTIONS | 


Measures to Suppress 
Harmful Propaganda 


The new Cabinet's programme 
of policy was issued to-day. 

The statement opens by saying 
that when the new Government 


was formed it relied upon tho* 


confidence of his Majesty the 


King and the co-operation of the 


nation and was fully aware of the 
responsibilities entrusted to it, 
taking into consideration the lessons 
of past unhappy events, which had 
adversely affected the country’s 
peace and tranquillity. 

Tho Cabinet, when making this 
announcement of its polioy;-adds 


that it has already proclaimed ‘a , 


general election to enable the nation 


to give its verdict. In the moean-.. 


time steps are being  taken.. to 
amend the Constitution,;in a 
manner consistent with, | the 
present needs of the country. “4. 

Ono of the obief aima ofthe 


Cabinet is to stabiliso the country’s. 
peace and order to enable the. 
nation to‘advance in the path of 


progress. ‘ 
The Cabinet will not hesitate 
to combat any harmful propaganda 


or ideas which tend to disturb tho . 


country’s unity. ‘Tho Cabinet 
icels that past events have en- 
couraged some officials to dabble 
‘in politics, forgetting their own 
duties and  responsibilitics, ‘The 


(44 -of “ope .¢ « 1960, Prom 
the wmerican Legntion ob recs es 


Internal Politics 


nation’s standard in conformity 


‘| with modern needs. 


Cabinet, therefore, expects that: 


everyone should do his duty, and 
in the meantime it would not 
hesitate to put an end to any 
action which wasnot consistent 
with the public interest, 

The Cabinet's other objects 
are summarised as follows:— 


’ 


Tio ensure peace and tran- 
quillity and to strengthen the spirit 
of responsibility and respect for 
Jaws. 

‘+ To raise the slandard of State 
officials and increase the authority 
of local administrative authorities, 
especially in the spheres of edu- 
cation and health. 

Tio settle nomadic tribes by 
finding suitable lands for thein. 

‘To encourage marriuges in 

order to secure ahigher birth rate. 
To improve labour conditions 
and take a greater interest in 
securing # higher standard of health, 
to combat various kinds of diseases, 
and raiso the standard of living in 
tho villages. 
To  reorganiso the forces 
entrusted with inaintaining internal 
security on the basis of u police 
force and gendarmerio. 

National Defence 
To strongthen the country's 
army and increase its equipment, 
and to take into consideration 
military needs when develop- 


cation. ; 
To extend military training to 
all schools and to foster the 
wilitary spirit in the youth of the 
nation. 
Finance and Economics 
fo ensure a balanced budget, 
to stabilise the State cadre, and to 
reorganise the government depart- 
monts in accordance with the needs 
of the country. 


ing.the country’s natural regources, ! 
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To reconsider the Civil Service 
laws and regulations so as to safe- 
guard public interests and the 
rights of officials. 

‘lo improve the form of taxa. | 
tion, to expand the scope of capital 
works and to put in hand the 
important irrigation — schemes 
required, particularly in the Middle 
Buphrates aren. 

To improve road conditions 
and construct the State buildings 
required. 

To organise export and import | 
trade and to ensure equilibrium by ' 
applying the principle of reciproci- 
ty; to organise trade and industry 
and increase exports, more especial- 
ly in the country’s chief products, 
such as dates, grain and tobacco; 
to organise the national industries, 
to establish local banks, and to 
encourage saving among the 
public. 


Justice 


To ensure justice and the true 
application of laws, to onact new 


‘laws required by the country, and _ 
| to raise the standard of judicial | 


institutions. 


Education 


To combat illiteracy and make 
elomentary cducation universal, 
and to revive the idoa of establish- 
ing a university. 

To give more attention to 
technical and agricultural eduea- 
tion, to extend femule education, 
and to foster the sporting spirit in 
the nation’s youth. 


Foreign Policy 


'lo try to expand the scope of 
the Arab alliance by strengthening 
the present political, economic and 
cultural relutions, and to work for 
the independence of neighbouring 
Arab countries in accordance with 
the wishes of their inhabitants. 

Lo foster the friendly relations 
with Great Britain on the basis of 
the alliance and mutual interests, 

To strengthen friendship and 
co-operation among the Powers of 
the Snudubad Pact, and to 
follow a policy of friendship and 
reciprocity with all other states, 
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Pahl, <PEil Va. pase, 


Noe 1274 


Subject: curd veve nment's .ro ca of -olicy 


The Honorablo 
The Useretery of State, 
Vashington, D. C. 


Sir: 


Su nlementing my desnatoh no. 1267 of March 30, 
1939, with which was snclosed a summarized transla- 
tion of the"Frogram of Policy" of the Nuri Cabinet, I 
have the ho.er to enelose a sunmarized translation, 
4S published in the "Iraq Times", of en address broad- 
cast by radio on the evenin: of March 30 last by 
Generul Nuri as-3aid, the Prime Minister, in which he 
discussed the policy of his Cabinet in the light of 
this prorram. 


The rrime Minister stated that it is necessary 
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for the country bt: revert to nornel ennditions and 
thet thie C2 Sa BO Pe Ge ath ee inere:sine the 
suthority of the Gonstitution. Ts eagipe thet thig 
will] be ca7ried out, he added, "it Ls of the utnost 
pasortance that the personne) of the @efens- forces 
ghould not De allowed to contarslets any ranewal of 
the unhappy events of the ;ast". He here referred to 
the retirescot or Cisvissal fron the Army of a number 
of aray officers following the recent rlot azainst 
the Throne and to the authority “hich the Government 
thereafter obtained to dispense with the services of 
those army aad oivil officials who had proved unfaith~ 
ful and incompetent. 

Referrins, to the finaneciul situation of the coun- 
try, General Nuri pointed out that whereas the Treasury 
had a res: Tve of Iraqi Dinars 790,000 in 1936, the 
Government is today indebted to the extent of about 
one “illion dinars and that not only is there no re-~ 
serve but an actual doficit of about I.D. 800,000 in 
addition to a further sum of I.D. 652,000 which the 
Government must pay althoush no authority had ever 
been obtained for the expenditura of this amount. 

Finally, with reference to the foreign polioy of 
Iraq, the Frime Miniatcr stated that this is based on 
the followins two principles: 

"1. The policy of alliance with neigh- 
boring indenendent Arab States anc sincere 
friendship with our two nelehvors, Turkey 
and Iran, in the spirit of the Saadabad Fact; 


"2. The policy of our allience with 
Great Britein." 


The Prime Minister alided that, with reference to 


Iraq's policy tovards other forei;n states, it is 


based 
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paged on friendship and mutuci interest, anc it is 
therefore in the interest of Iray that this country 
gheuld not be uode the center of any activities, whut- 
aver their origin mivht be, whieh may prejucgice the 

two prinoiples to which IT have referred." This, it 

may ve added, is un undoubted reference to anti-British 
proparanda which 1s allereedly being carried on in Iraq 
by certain European powers vhioh are endeavoring to 


make difficulties for Great Britain in this part of 


the world. 
Respectfully yours, 
b>. Knebenshue 
Enolosure?: 


Summarized translation as published 
in the "Iraq Times" of the Prime 
Minister's speech. 
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SUMMARY OF SrosCil BRO. CUET BY PRINE 


, Pnisten, NURI AS-S.ID OUTLINI.G Tia 


re ene ees, 


PolICY OF ‘ile Gable? 


Hate The Primo Minister, !. fF. cayid Muri as-Usid, broad- 


| gnst an important speech from the Hezhdad broadcusting 
station st & pom. last oight. The “remier outlined the 
policy of his Sabinet in the light of the S“inisterial 
bea pease programm which wes published last Tuesday. itis Rxoel- 
lenoy bevan by saying that when he wos entrusted by his 

Pg ne Yajesty the ¥iag with tho task of forming o new Govern~ 
ment he made «a stctement to the public on the events 
thet had ocourrec during recent yours, und Suggested the 
measures that should be taken to bring ubout an improve- 
ment in the situation. He went on to suy thet he had 
chosen a6 his Ministerial colleagues statesmen who were 
well known for their independence of thought. He was 
sure, therefore, that steps that night be contemplated 
by them would not arouse any differance of opinion. 


"Now that the Cubinet's programme of polloy has been 
snnounoed,” said his Excellency, "and os I believe in the 
necessity of personal contact with the people from time 


feasis bostbisss to time in order that they may be acquainted with the 
egiT park" af a3 intentions of the Cabinet, I consider it advisable to 
dogoqa eatret: lai’ speak to them again, giving them further enlightenment 


on the points raised in the programme. The nation as a 
whole is unanimous on the need of our reverting to normal 
Con, cpa conditions, and this oan be effeoted only by increasing 
NoeebigNa tes the suthority of the Constitution. To ensure that this 
. will be corried out it is of the utmost importance that 
the personel of the defence forces should not be allowed 
to contemplate any ronewal of the unhappy events of the 
pest. It is possible thut some of those who were dis- 
missed from the .rmy are men of good will ani men who, 
{n the past, may have rendered valueble service to the 
State. It is not intended to lose the services of such 
men, and the State will no doubt be able to utilize them 
{a other branches of the ‘idministration. The unfortunate 
events of the past seriously affooted the machinery of 
Stato, causing many public complaints as to the manner in 
whioh cartaiu officials were oorrying out their duties. 
This led the Cabinet to obtuin legel powers to enable the 
Oovernment to eliminate the causes of these complaints, 
end to ensure that “tate officials will carry out their 
duties in the best manner possible." 


3 : 
earn, 


Sayid Nuri es-Said then turned to the financial 
situation of the country, saying: “The unfortunate events 
Of the past algo seriously affected the finspelal position 
of the country. Zhe Stete hes been unable to carry out 
any important developzent schemes since 1936, with the 
exception of the projects which were srovided for in thet 
yeer, In 1936 the Treasury had « reserve of 1.0.700,000. 
To-day the State is indebted to the extent of about one 
nlllion Ginurs, end the revenues from the oil royelties, 


which 


s 
? 


which amount te rbout two million dinars unnually, have 
been plodzec us security. “ll who ore wware of the 
former sound fire nein) sorition of Traq #lil egree that 
such a astute of .ffeire is vory aur on the country, 
‘ot only have wo no Praserve at proasent but there is an 
actual deficiency of about 7.1.600,00G, in addition to 


a further sum of 1.7,.652,000 which we are bound to pay 
although no -uthority ‘as ever bear obt«sinec for the 
psaual: * e expenditure of thie smount. These feta make it ine 
Mare sd : gumbent on us to taxe Lamediate stenr te reetify the 
PAL ee ae finsneial situstion., “urthermor>, it te essential that 
ad Sethe =. eeto 0 @g@ number of urzant productive sehonoe chould be carrted 
{dus Sor Helo we gut without eny @aley in the Viddle “unhretes and in 
Ho Pater SG ae a othar parts of the country. These schemes were mentioned 
ad SR eS ee in our provreame of polioy, and TI assure you thst wo ere 
SO eee aan? now doing our bast to find the funds rejuire’ to carry 
BURTD Derren Vale st them out without imposing additionul burdens on the taxe 
PEL. Die Uae Boxe ON Eg Ba oe poyers."™ 
.  ggttan Kosa? eRe 
ete Oe OF ee Lastly, P.u. -ayid hurd as-eld turned to the foreign 
PRE Alets 26) a as policy of Irax, saying: "Jur foreten policy is based on 
ga dace ,etetoteds yo the following two principles:- 


@BQUOTE FL batter 
1. The policy of allianoe with neighboring inde- 


MkdaG aks Gack fo pendent «rab States and sincere friendship 

exioald bled Uyesc with our tvo neighbours, Turkey end Iran, in 

00 Lsenonscmr To oe the spirit of the Sandabed raet; 

Mf dass ogesue of 

fronidad cnis taocoeler. 2. The polio, of our ullisunce with Greet Britain, 
yh bed ele og 

ify hegton cw: 1, These two prinetples will bo followed on parallel paths. 

go wO SuuKiss ru. 6) «(Out relations with other .rab countries, and our feeling 

Mao utss tas ,occigis: that they should attain their freedom and independence, 

nod ere ‘yo edatuc.+ -: 40 not clash with these two principles, 1.8 regards our 


beak geo odo, 2-4 ty. polley towards other foreien Stutes, it is based on 
teteb ud te foo 6" friendship and mutual interest, ond it is therefore in 


WORE “Fie. seat ge dees the interests of Iraq thet this country should not be 

vr oldisac, el gi 4k: made the centre of any activities, whatever their origin 

eta Yet etd cot ook may be, whioh may prejudice the two principles to which 

OL OVER Yor gah wes T havo referred." The iremier's important speech, we 

Bueral dow gi oe understand, was heard olesrly not only in Baghdad but 
a Tok! oder od ok elso in all provincial centres, 
Ont To sehen Ne Oe. 
pokwae teor gag ey ole 

hideg wows uaran o o 

Rasfetat rie ..atirig . 

DOGS Ghee wn sere Fe ee * 


P esnniagS es et 
OFade feels ow hAW ww 
SANE Boe i) 5 
Pitot. 
Qeidisae att TM one 
fanoltge 0 01 s 
fede oan, 
INGLEG fay 
eJoeL or 
PEO See ee : 
Sobal ef) ote aoe Go 
Toosg ; 


Pararhr:se 


TELEGRAM SENT 


1 gecstate, Washington Date: april iz, 3 p.m., 1939. 
No.: 15 
es confidentiel Charged to: Crfice 


ero 1—1142 


April 12, 9 pom. 


1. I was inforred this morni-¢ by the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs that the pronosed m-eting of the 
Saadabad powers at Teheran will not te plece due to 
the impossibility of either his or the Turkish Foreign 
Minister's attending. The meeting would have been 
the normal annual one and not one specisliy for the 
purpose of teking action in connection with the 
present situntion. 


2. With reference to Iruqi reuction to present 
conditions in Europe, the lrime “Vinister said that 
neither the people nor Government of Jraq are in sym- 
pathy with German end Itelian aggressions and strongly 
disapyrove them. He said thet they were waiting with 
deep interest to see what the lnited States, Britain 
and France intended to do ubout them and that they 
would welcome any uction which would put a stop to 
these aggressions. This in my oninion represents the 
situation accurately, and as indicated in my 9, March 
e2, 1 pom., I believe that Iray will follow Great 
Britain's lead. 


3. Nuri statcd also in referrinr to the Palestine 
situation that he was hopeful of an ugreed solution of 
the problem emerging from the discussions now taking 
place in Cuiro. 


Knabenshue 


Draft: PK/JCS 
Encode: JCS/WJP 


| 
| 
| 


aye adr ? 7 
9 dad 1. dy 1939, 
. oo. at “sas 
te as aE AA ‘ 

wm ey we aie a babi tec pos a tad o 4 ie; 7 t é a 
es Ses sv . Bd Bh ER hs & Vain eg By Siclsttn. SOS toa pes 

“ 

fy epee Ee Maar ATE gootat e Sat ge + > 
by Hhe MEMS, tla TONG SEL aoc ak Pilince nbdaul tlieh. 


OF eae BL, yoy tice aie ret Saw eA re he a: . 
renerul Pit dy ede EOE. SB OPE Ly Set an aouynres minister 


ct 


pecent the deep Symncthy ofr the bresident and the 
Government of tha “ilsw. “las. a. the sad death of 
Yis Majesty King Ghuzi und the loss thus sustained 

py the people of Iraq. «as I have been in friendly 
gociul relations with Trince Abdul Illah for e number 
of years, I add: d thut 7 felt it fortunate for Iraq 
thut he was avuiluble to curry on in the sad circun- 
stances. 

Nothing “as touched unen of any serious conse- 
quence during the brie? conversation which follows. 

In leaving I usked Generel Nuri if he would spare 
me a few minutes to rive me certain infcrmation which 
I desired. I told him th:t it hud come to my atten- 
tion that delegutss of the Saadabsd Bowers were intend- 
ing to meet in Teheran next week with a view to act- 
ing upon a pronosel to edopt a rosolution that the 
Pact should become ulso uw pact for mutual defense. 
suri replied thut the meeting would not be held, thet 
it was to have b-en the nor-al annual meeting of dele- 
gates of the Suadabud Powers und not & sneciul meet- 
ing for the purpose of taking auction in connection 
with the present situution. He said that he had re- 
relved a telegram yesterday from the Turkish Minister 
for Foreign Affairs suying it would be imnossible for 
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in rerly to y uestion #3 to the recetion here 
to the ~reoent sttuation in burone, he replied that 
the Iraai peor] und Governm-nt were not in symputhy 
with the APPYORSLONS Corried out. te Cormany wud ety 
and stron¢ly disur -rov'd of them. He ssia that they 
would welcome any ceticn which would rut a ston to 
such «geressions ans thot they were waiting with deen 
interest to see whit England, #rance and the United 
States intended to do sbont it. 

Tn renly to my question with regurd to the more 
recent developments in th» Fulestine situetion, he 
said thut discussions were now taking place in Cairo 


and that he was honef:ul of an upreed solution of the 


problem. 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED 


tf, arta newre? pervties nee I 1183 


Lon: washington via Paris Date: April 14, 8 p.m., 1939. 
| No.: — 
a: Gray Received: April 16, 10 pem., 1939. 


Tonight the following identic messages are being trans- 
mitted to the Chancellor of the German Reich and to the 
Chief of the Italian Government by the President. 


"You realize I am sure that throughout the world hun 
dreds of millions of human beings are living today in cont 
stand fear of a new war or even a series of wars. 


"The existence of this fear--and the possibility of 
such a conflict--is of definite concern to the people of the 
United States for whom I speak, as it must also be to the 
peoples of the other nations of the entire Western Hemis- 
phere. All of them know that any major war, even were it 
to be confined to other oontinents, must bear heavily on 
them during its continuation and also for generations to 
come. 


yey te wy ‘ ti est 
OS Og wae 8 tae) pass B 


A dee oy, fe 5, 
ol as Ate eee ee de Mee EN) 


"Because of the fact that after the acute tension in 
which the world has been living during the past few weeks 
there would seem to be a momentary relaxation~-because no 
troops are at this moment on the march--this may be an op- 
portune moment for me to send you this message. 


OOD Or eris. 2aars 


"On a previous occasion I have addressed you in behalf 
of the settlement of political, economic, and social prob- 
lems by peaceful methods and without resort to arms. 


, "But the tide of events seems to have reverted to the 
threat of arms. If such threats continue, it seems inevi- 
table that much of the world must become involved in common 
ruin. All the world, victorious nations, vanquished na- ae 
‘tions, and neutral nations will suffer. I refuse to be- Lf 
lieve that the world is, of necessity, such a prisoner of a 
destiny. On the contrary, it is clear that the leaders of — Lf 
great nations have it in their power to liberate their / 
peoples from the disaster that impends. It is equally 
Clear that intheir own minds and in their own hearts the 
peoples themselves desire that their fears be ended. 
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"It is, however, unfortunately necessary to take cog- — 
nizanoe of recent events. 


"Three nations in Europe and one in Afrioa have seen . | 
their independent existence terminated. A vast territory 
in another independent nation of the Far East has been ocou- 
pled by & neighboring State. Reports, which we trust are 
not true, insist that further acts of aggression are oon- 
templated against still other independent nations. Plain- 
ly the world 1s moving toward the moment when this situa- 
tion must end in catastrophe unless a more rational way of 
guiding events is found. 


-. “You have repeatedly asserted that you and the Italian 
(German to Berlin) people have no desire for war. If this is 
true there need be no war. 


"Nothing can persuade the peoples of the earth that 
any governing power has any right or need to inflict the 
consequences of war on its own or any other people save in 
the cause of self-evident home defense. 


"In making this statement we as Americans speak not 
through selfishness or fear. If we speak now it is with 
the voloe of strength and with friendship for mankind. It 
is still clear to mo that international problems can be 
solved at the council table. 


"It is therefore no answer to the plea for peaceful 
discussion for one side to plead that unless they receive 
assuranoes beforehand that the verdict will be theirs, they 
will not lay aside their arms. In conference rooms, as in 
courts, it is necessary that both sides enter upon the dis- 
cussion in good faith, assuming that substantial justice 
will acorue to both; and it is oustomary and necessary that 
they leave their arms outside the room where they confer. 


"I am convinced that the cause of world peace would be 
greatly advanced if the nations of the world were to obtain 
a frank statement reluting to the present and future polioy 
of governments. 


"Because the United States as one of the nations of the 
Western Hemisphere is not involved in the immediate controver- ; 
sies which have arisen in Europe, I trust that you may be re ’ 
Willing to make such a statement of policy to me as the head 7 ee 
of a nation far removed from Europe in order that I acting ge 
only with the responsibility and obligation of a friendly a 
htermediary may communicate such declaration to other ff 3 
nations now apprehensive as to the course which the polioy Pa 

of your government may take. i f 


"Are you willing to give assurance that your armed / 


forces ; fi 
y |) 
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forces will not attack or invade the territory or possess- 
{ons of the following independent nations: Finland, Estonia, 
Latvia, Litnuania, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, The Natherlands, 
Belgium, Great Britain and Irelani, France, Portugal, Spain, 
switzerland, Licchtenstein, Luxembourg, Poland, Hungary, 
Roumania, Yugoslavia, Russia, Bulgaria, Greece, Turkey, 

traq, the Arabius, Syria, Palestine, Egypt and Iran. 


"Such an assurance clearly must apply not only to the 
present day but also to a future sufficiently long to give 
every opportunity to work by peaceful methods for a more 
permanent peace. I therefore suggest that you construe the 
word "future" to apply to « minimum period of assured non- 
aggression--ten years at the least--a quarter of a century, 
if we dare look that far ahead. 


"Te such assurance is given by your Government, I will 
{mediately transmit it to the Governments of the nations 
I have named and I will simultaneously inquire whether, as 
I em reasonably sure, each of the nations enumerated above 
will in turn give like assurance for transmission to you. 


"Reoiprocal assurances suoh as I have outlined will 
pring to the world an immediate measure of relief. 


"I propose that if it is given, two essential problems 
shall promptly be disoussed in the resulting peaceful sur- 
roundings, and in those disoussions the Government of the 
United States will eladly take part. 


"The discussions which I have in mind relate to the 
most effeotive and immediate manner through which the peoples 
of the world can obtain progressive relief from the crushing 
burden of armaments whioh is each day bringing them more 
closely to the brink of economic disaster. Simultaneously 
the Government of the United States would be prepared to 
take part in disoussions looking towards the most praoti- 
cal manner of opening up avenues of international trade to 
the end that every nation of the carth may be enabled to 
buy and sell on equal terms in the world market as well as 
to possess assurance of obtaining the materials and products, 
of peaceful economic life. 


"At the same time, those Governments other than the 
United States which are directly intercsted could undertake 
such political disoussions as they may consider necessary 
or desirable. 


"We recognize complex world problems which affeot all fi 
humanity but we know that study and discussion of them must ra 
be held in an atmosphere of peace. Such an atmosphere of pe 
peace cannot exist if negotiations are overshadowed by a’ 


the 
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the threat of force or by the fear of war, 


"I think you will not misunderstand the spirit of 
frankness in which I send you this message. Heads of 
great governments in this hour are literally responsible 
for the fate of humanity in the coming years. They cannot 
fail to heur the prayers of their peoples to be protected 
from the foreseeable chaos of war. History will hold them 
acoountable for the lives und the happiness of all--even 
unto the least. 


"I hope that your answer will make it possible for 
humanity to lose feer and regain seourity for many years 
to come." 

The text of the message will be released to the 


press in Washington at 10:30 a.m., April 15 Washington 
time. Hull. 


Bullitt 
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soatate, washington Date: April 18, 11, a.m., 1939, 
No.: 19 
8° confidential Charged to: Office 


To be kept confidential. 

It is the belief of the Iraqi Government tht all Gere 
nan propaganda jn this country anc the Neer Tust is directed 
by the German Liinister, or. Grobbu. This propaganda, which 
{s believed to be indirectly responsibie for ths death of 
the British Consul at Mosul und to have been the source of 
gurrent rumors attributing the death of Ghazi to foul play, 
{noludes the subsidization of newspapers and individuals 
and has reachbd serious proportions. Last night, the Prime 
Vinister told me the’ as a consequence, the Germun Government 
had been informed that the Iraqi Government questioned the 
propriety of ‘the German Minister's conduct. At the same 
tine he said that, at the request of the Iraqi Government, 
the head Nazi in Iray, Dr. Jordan, had left the country. 

He indicated that other Germans had previously departed 
that that they will be followed by others considered un- 
desirable. 
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TELEGRAM SENT 


Date: April 19, 3 p.m., 1939. 


No.: 20 
Gray Charged to: offtoe 

ePo 1—1142 
I presented to the Prime Minister the text of we WZ 
the President's message to Hitler and Mussolini, ee 

suggesting that he might like to make some comment 

for transmission to my Government. I have today re- . ay 
ceived from him the following: a 


"The Iraqi Government has followed with increas- 
ing anxiety the course of recent events in Europe, 
oulminating in the termination of the independence 
of the small Muslim State of Albania. The constant 
threat of war and the crushing burden of expenditure 
on armaments have gravely prejudiced what it conceives 
to be its principal duty, to work for the progress 
and happiness of all classes of its people. 


"The policy of Iraq is to live not only in peace 
but on terms of the closest collaboration with all 
countries especially its neighbors. It therefore wel- 
comes the magnanimous initiative of the President of 
the United States and is ready to cooperate without 
reserve for the realization of his aims." 


The Prime Minister subsequently informed me ver- 


bally that the text of the above conment has been 
transmitted to the other members of the Saadabad Pact. 
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TELEGRAM SENT 


Date: April 21, 10 &.m., 1939, 
No.: pase 


oy: Amembassy , Ankara 


Charged to: Office 


ero I 1142 


Naji Shawkat, Minister of Interior ana former 
Minister to Turkey, leaving today for Ankara for 
discussions with the Turkish Government in connec- 
tion with the present international situation. 


Repeated to Department. 
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TELEGRAM SENT 


. Seestate, Washington Date: April 21, 10 pP.m., 1939, 


No.: 2&3 


a Confidential Charged to: Office 


ora 11142 


The following is strictly confidential and should not 
be published. My telegram no. 20, April 19, 1939, 3 p.m. 
I am informed by the British Chargé d'Affaires that the 
Iraqi Foreign Minister expected the German Minister to ask 
him the two following questions today: First. Did Presi- 
dent Roosevelt obtain authorization from Iraq to list her 
among those countries he mentioned in his message to Hit- 
ler and Mussolini? Second. Has Iraq any fear of Germany? 


The Chargé d'Affaires also stated that the Foreign 
Minister had informed him that he has concerted answers 
to these queries with the Minister of Saudi Arabia, who 
will be similarly questioned. Their answers will be in 
the following véin: 


First. Iraq, as a member of the League, welcomed and 
thoroughly approved the action of President Roosevelt, al- 
though she had not authorized him to speak on her behalf. 


Second. It is natural for Iraq to feel apprehensive 
of Germany's uggressive policy inasmuch as she has seen 
one state in Africa and three in Furope disappear. The 


‘evelopment of her independence in seourtty is her only 
esire, 


Knabenshue 


Draft: PK/Jcs 
Enoode: WaP/JCS 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE | 
WASHINGTON - | 
| 


1 Ab A, on 


To the American Minister Resident and Consul General, ' 


Baghdad. : 
te \ 


The Secretary of State quotes below, for the information 


of and appropriate comment by the American Minister Resident v 
and Consul General, the text of a telegram of the Jewish 


Telegraphio Agency from London under date of April 13, 1939: 


H . 
| 
| 


"A Cairo dispatch to the News-Chronicle 

said today that moves were under way to oreate 

a coalition of Arab states in the Near East which 
would ‘present a united front to any attempts by 
Italy or Germany to use the conquest of Albania 
as a starting point for further aggression in the rd 
Mediterranean.’ The newspaper's special correspondent \ 
reported that Tuesday's visit to Cairo by Dr. - 
Weizmann was interpreted in well-informed quarters <) 
as @ preliminary move in that direction. 


"'Palestine', the correspondent said, ‘is 
recognized by the leaders of the Arab states as 
the weakest link in the proposed defensive chain. 
The activities of Arab terrorists in Palestine - 
offering as they do an excellent ooportunity for 
Italian and German propaganda - must be ended 
before Palestine can effectively take its place 
in the defense scheme. '" ~ 


Baghdad, Iraq, July 11, 1939 


yo, 1935 


pjeot: Comments on a Press Report of the 
ou Formation of an Arab Confederation. 


confidential 


rey 


fhe Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 

IT have the honor to refer to the Department's 
wwrendum instruotion no. 362 of April 21, 1939, 
tequesting me to comment on a press despatch of the 
lish Telegraphic Agenoy in London dated April 13, 
1959, asserting that a movement was under way to ore- 
ta coalition of Arab states in the Near East which 
Wud present a united front to any attempts by Ger- 
uty or Italy to use the conquest of Albania as a start- 
Ig point for further ogsression in the Mediterranean. 
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ne despatoh added that the activities of the Arab 
yrrorists in Palestine must be ended before Paleg- 
ino, wnioh 18 recognized as the weakest link in a 

efensive chain, oould effectively take its 


proposed 4 
place in the defensive chain. 

Upon the receipt of this instruction I mentioned 
ia subject to Sayid Ali Jawdat, the Foreign Minister, 
yoo stated that while an Arab confederation was an 
jieal toward which the Arab states were working, no- 
thing concrete was developing at the present time in 
the way of forming such a coalition, Subsequent de-~ 
wlopnents would appear to bear this out for while, 

{a the event of a European conflict, the Arab states 
wuld no doubt in their own best interests support 

treat Britain and France, they are at the moment op- 
palng these:'two countries as to their respective pol- 
{eles in Palestine and Syria and they have not insis- 
td on the termination of the activities of Arab ter-~ 
nrists in Palestine. Needless to say, the occupation 
of Albania by Italy did arouse deep resentment against 
ie Axis Powers but this resentment does not appear to 
lire been strong enough to have caused the formation 
ft coalition such as that reported by the Jewish 
Mlegraphie Agenoy. 

In connection with this general subjeot I ven- 
hte to invite the Department's attention to my des-~ 
With no, 1192 of December 14, 1938, in which I re- 


red that from many private conversations with Gen- 


I Furl as-Sata it was clear that while he believed 
in 


RPE CES eee 


jp a confederation of Arab states, he considered it 


‘3 Qu 4 $ 

ie hab ES spraotoable of realization at the present time. 

, ‘ In comenting further on this question, I in- 

DURGA | 
: the Near Tastern Divis = 

pitsdo evt. a fomed the Chief of vision inform | 

{9 evil: gy under date of April 28, 1939, that it is my per-~ : 


sonal opinion based upon the political history of the 


jb peoples and my experience with them over a period 


Ifa fil | 
np olinw o of some twenty-eight years that there will never be 
sh ant tates: wm Arad federation similar to the federation of Swias 


ofeveh a tgou- antons or the federation of American states with a 


op foun oadove: entral government dominating the whole, unless such 


$omeogqe bf. 3. federation should be brought about by the conquest 


of the Arab countries by an Arab leader sufficiently 


Beqotwe 8 fic fat 

o theft nk déese a. oy pwerful to impose his domination throughout the con- 

poomsTd es ako ita. ies qured territory. Even so he would soon meet with 

etytnyoo oid spots ote: raistance and rebellion in various parts of the lend 

ve Bas ontgsel. 1 de! uiwith any weakening of his power independent areas 

to gobtucioeyvoes one ce wuld soon be set up. On the other hand, it is en- 

Mo wenturass rd aici trely possible that if and when the various Arab ter- 

B bth visit uc titories develop politically independent governments 

eldt gud wees: ik hey may form a loose federation bound togather only 

$ dguone anuore: oo y matios guaranteeing mutual support against exter- 

dd as dove nofstonc: |" ul aggression and possibly free trade and other fron- 
Yona. piled" er facilities among them, and possibly also other 

$ dt qobtacescon « fullities of residence and travel more liberal than 

disqe® offs eal ecloe thoes granted to other foreigners, 


odmege ‘ro ns!" 
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TELEGRAM SENT 


‘ senstate s 
No.: 24 


Charged to: office 


; Ore7 sae aehie 
My 16, April 15, 3 p.m. Foreirn Office 
advises me that it has now been dreiced to hold 
a routine meeting of the Saadabad Powers in 
Teheran and that Iraq will be reoresented by 
the Director General of Foreircn Affairs, Rashid 


Khoja, who left this morning. Teheran informed. 


Knabenshue 


Draft: /| JCS 
Encode|:} WIP 


Washington Date: April a4, 4 peM.e, 1939, 


TELEGRAM SENT 


. olegation, Teheran Date: Arril 24, 4 Pem., 1939, 
No.: <== 
&: Gray Charged to: Office 


ero 13142 


Foreign Office advises me that the Director 
General of Foreign Affakrs, Rashid Khoja, left 
for Teheran this morning to represent Iraq at a 
routine meeting of the Saadabed Powers. The Foreign 
uinister had formerly informed me that the meeting 
originally intended to be held in Teheran at this 
tine had been cancel led as neither he nor the Turkish 
Foreign Minister could attend. Department has been 


informed. 


Knabenshue 


Draft: JCS 
Encode: WIP 


} 
| 
| 
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Faraphrase 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED | 4 


4, membassy » Ankara Date: May 3, 1939, 5 p.m. 
No.: == 3 | 


. gonfidential Received: May 4, 11 a.m., 1939. - : | 


This Embassy has sent the following telegram ; | | | 
to the Department of State: \ j | | } 
67 Please refer to my no. 40 of April 15, 1939, | | : 
2pem. T,am advised by the Foreign Minister that the | 
conference recently held in fPeheran produced no con- 
orete results. Turkey was satisfied that the friend- 
ship of the other members of the Saadabad Pact would 


moreover sufficiently protect her on that side in 


case of war, he stated, and had therefore felt it 
unnecessary to seek more active support from them. 


This telegram has been repeated to Teheran and 


Baghdad. | 
MacMurray 


Decode: WJP 


Bughdud, May Les 1933, 


ho. 1294 


gup jeot: Review of the Tolitica] Situsation in Iraq. 


tontidontiol 


the Honorable 

The Seoretary of State, 

Washington, D. C. 

Stir; | 

Ihave the honor to roport that since the death of 
the late King Ghazi on April 4 lust und the murder on 
the same day by a mob of the British Consul at Mosul 
ly despatches nos. 1275 and 1276 of April 12) the out- 
Mending development in the political field has been the 
fort of the Prime Minister, General Nuri as-Said to 
wintain control of the political forces of the country. 
order to do so he has concentriuted his efforts on the 
lragstig Situation, giving up the portfolio of Foreign 
2 ittalrs and taking in its place that of the Interior 


through 


sual the appointment of »li Jawert to the former posi- 


(oF 
jon and the acceptunce of the resivn:tion of Nuji Shaw- 
‘ 


ith 88 yinister of Interior. He hus continued his policy 
t 


p carrying out a lerge number of dismissals of military 
0 


4 oivil officials and has aguin defen‘ed his policy in 


ddress to the nution. While the secondary 


, radio a | 
eee sjootions for the new jserliament have been completed, Ly 
jt has been made Known during the past few days that the { 


primary elections have been postponed un%il next month, 


the exouse given being that the Government requires more 


tine for the preparation of draft Legislation to be pre- 


yated to Parliament. oe : 


Other events of {interest have been the passing of 


several sentences by the court martial sitting in Baghdad |! 

ca { | 
on those arrested for disturbing the peace in connection | 
vith King Ghazits death und by the court martial sitting 


in Mosul on those tried for the murder of the British Con- 


GH Oe 
| ml there. Related to these triuls has been the expul- 
to yradoToon sAt 
: on from Iraq of several Germans, including the former 


mod at fea 
et Chef of the Department of Antiquities, Dr. Julius Jordan, 


for alleged complicity in the disseuination of pamphlets 
monod adi sven 4 and rumors accusing the British und the Nuri Government | 
iS Caneeineie es of responsibility for King Ghazi's death. : 
dom 2 yd Yo: . In spite of all efforts to convince the public that 
BE BO Oy ee See the death of King Ghazi was acoidentul (the automobile in 


Pot Chive vhich he met his death has not yet been removed from the 
place of the accident and has been visited by thousands 
of people) a large part of the population is apparently 
ttl) convinced that his death was caused by a plot of 
tne kind in some inexplicable way either by the Nuri 


frernment or by the British or by cvoth. On the day 


after 


oe 


| 
, fer the death of the King, Gs reported in my despatch | 
Elae bE Fee. cus sg. 1275 of april 12, severe] srrests were rade on charges | 
e548 if aisturbins: the puvlic peace snc inciting the publie to | 
revel arainst the otuta, and these persons were tried by | | 
OP ORS ae, Wh 1 the gourt mertiai veich eas organised ut the time of the ; | | 
(et goa Bes a Aiscovery of the recent plot agsinst the lute King Ghazi | | | 
a, Tek: ey tise (ny despaten no. 1264 of March 25). Sentences of im- : i 
SPR Obie, 1 prisonment yarying trom three to Sifteen years have now ; 
COI Se eee = a been passed by the court martiel on seversl of the ac- | Nl 
$ Saket gee ie, wore, eused, among them a number of seoondary school students, : i: 
TORN as ee Meee awarrant officer of the Ireqi orny and some civilians. | ie 
edmems hy So ony in giving its verdict the court wurtial, according to ; 
PRS g Le th, GES press reports, stated that the students who were arrested 
edd yd casecies bose hed formed a2 secret society whose original object was to | F 
th tot bode ages combat foreign propaganda. On the day of the King's | 
Adeeb etinedd ote ty death, however, some of the members issued pamphlets as- 
belitd seods ao lune :; setting thet the King had not died as 4 result of an acoi- 
BOM SOOT AES agile dent but hed been deliberately killed by a British plot 
SIevNa Wo past port acl. supported by General Nuri and Kashid sli o1-Gailani (the 
Mreagisced ant ee yh: late King's Private Secretary). The pamphlet then called 
t ydioiigwos bevedi. a4 on the people to rise against the Governuunt and to avenge 
GS Saleem eae ah GS the death of the King. A trunslation or this pamphlet 
RE TOL Ysiliviess geo. which was distributed in tyyvewritten form (the Arablo 


y “ Po a. ~ ar 
Me Lf. te othe text of which, incidentally, was given me by Dr. Grobba, 


feadd anti odo fda os 
re ae a, Gen the German Minister) is onclosed herovith. 


$orideeh wid foe oul ual 
Pee The court in santencin:. the »xrisoners took into con- 


ts dioabiogs ent Te nus 


“deration the fact thet six students were under legal 


I7T3q ondal 8 
a ge, were inexnerienced und had no previous conviction 
iid gedge beacly 
A alnst them, They ware each sentenced to three years | 
[Urent eines of raps 4 
lurisonment with « fine of ten dinars. Your other stu- - 
tH oorta ‘ \ Hi 


{tats were sentenced to firtecn lushes und u fine of ten 


dinars. 


inetd Three stuicn.2 Vere sentenced to « fine of four 
qio 


joer The moat geyvers sentence wos pussed on the ware 


tho whs TOU o have been the NE 
vant officers who was found t seen the princioal 


the pares on the aqcv of the Fine's funeral 


cantina es were emt agoct antcteene pent renter nerve animist thre ern rmepenreneteeencmn tery 


de ; gisturber of | 
re snd $0 nave been responsible for sore ding the ruvor, : 
', nich caused such terror in the city, thst the Prime Min- | 
; RAST vet had been Killed. The court sentenced him to fifteen wo 
eb ea ; years rigorous {norisonment ond two of his confederates | 
‘ ay as Tan wn, 
yc ' rere genteanced to sevan years ind Tive years respectively. | ; 
vaiiT 4 . The court mertiol sitting: in Posul for the sole pur- : | | 


ose of trying those accused of resnonsibility for the 
} r 


+s weMagon, the vritish Consul, vassed | 
gurder of Mr. ‘one: Mason, , | 


it gat r pat _ : 
he lutter cart of Avril. Two stu- 7 
. , : : al sentences in th : 
it hey 3 t ‘ © sever | : | 
dents were sentenced to death und two to ten years hard oe 
foce Parhes ha ' | | 
, . ; jepor, The two deuth sentences, however, were commuted 
MBB pat Nba Gas 


s hard lsbor as both criminals were found 
to cuine® ,yevacct Qo. to fifteen year 


cf b- ito gad ba by the court to be less than eighteen years of age. In 
% “As Sore J ant coe bbe, 


addition, two coolies received sentences of eight yeers 


adifoh seed nuh as 
rh Lasotet ing hard labor, one soldier a sentence of five years, and 
NOG Oey oy rf twenty persons were placed on three years probation under 
ap ent or ele ‘ bond of 400 dinurs each to respect peace and order and 
Sant Coed to refrain from any act which might result in the distur- 
at bedudtedi ts . bance of poace. 
+ lent otal! In addition tc th. foregoing scntonces, &8 mentioned 
oorehlomi pos: 
r ( — above and as reported in my tolegram no. 19 of April 18, 
ef} (ted oo: 
_ - Lo. llawm., Dr. Jordan and a nusber of other Germans, among | 
te TPG tow a ; 
ted ot: then a munitions s.ulesmun by the uuae of Steffen, have | 
we ube 
oes x ; teen expelled from Tra) us being respensibdle in part at 
ene . least for the nropugenda ugeinst the uri Government and : 
ots , the British resuiting in Mr. Monek-iuson's death and the ; 
: 7 | , isturbances in Baghdad und other purts of Iraq follow- 


ing the King's death. 
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ag the D@epacboror’ cee Le Pore ad fn -y telegram no, 
og of April PL, be ve tey 2 aSL Newket, the Minister of 
intertor, PS Pee ae eee eee A ere ranortedly 
on an davartent “hs Loy te al Gis. the feternstionaL 
situation with the “ockis. Cowernaent, 3% that time there 
yere rumors thet bis Geoaurture v2 5 soneuyer on the part 
of General Muri to cet him out of tha “Ministry of Inter- 
jor. Whether or rot this fa so, Cener: 1 Nuri tomedlately 
agsuned ohorge of the “inistry of Interior ena ordered 
a great many chunres umonge the nutasserifs and other adq- 
aintatrative officisls of the country withont consulting 
Neji Shawkat. This -etion on Lie part of the Prime Vin- 
jeter is stutcd to hive led to the former's resignation, 
which wag announced on May 1, no reason therefor being 
given. It is reported thut unon the receipt of his resig- 
nation he wag offered his former .»osition of Minister to 
furkey. He apparently declinsd the offer, however, end 
has now returned to Reghdud, nurturing the hope, accord- 
ing to some of his friends, thet he may be the next 
Prine Ministor. General turi, in the meantime, continues 
to act as Minister of Interior in addition to his duties 
a8 Prime Minister. 

Ia order to be able to devote his tine to domestic 
aitters, Ceneral Nuri gave up tne sosition of Foreign 
Minister, and, as reported in my telegram no. 25 of April 
%, 12 noon, named Ali Jewaut us Minister for Foreign 
Mfairs, ALG Javdat oe] -Ayyubi (sener.1lly known however 
oly as Ali Jawd.t), althouch out of office for the last 
fey years, has had many yeurs of politica] experience 
luIreq, He was born in ivosul in 1686 énd wes educated 
% the Yilitary College et Istanoul. He wos named 


Minister 


pee oe aed 


ae 


yinister of Interior in 1923, wos Minister of Finance in 
1930, privute Secretery +o the Kine in 1933, rrime Minis- 
ter 10 1934 und Fresident of the Chamber of Deputies in 
935. Later in 1935 he went to London as Iraqi Minister 
and subsequently pecume Minister in Faris. 

On the nicht of April 29 Genersl Nuri mede snother 
padio address to the nation. The Yepartment will recall 
that he first addressed the nation by radio shortly after 
assuming office on December 25 last. A fev duys before 
King Ghazi's death and shortly after the plot arainst the 
throne had been discovered, General Nuri, as reported in 
ny despatch no. 1274 of April 11, ugain delivered a radio 
address to the nation in which he discussed the polioy of 
hig Cabinet. On this occasion, it will be recalled, he 
explained the necessity of dismissing or retiring many 
nilitary and civil officials and the necessity of keeping 
the army out of politicos. He also disoussed the serious 
financial condition of the country and his Government's 
foreign policy. In his speech of April 29, however, 4 
summarized translation of which as published in the "Iraq 
Nimes {8 enclosed herewith, he discussed mainly the ne- 
eessity of raising the standard of administration by the 
elimination of incapable officials and the subject of 
the internal enemies of the Stute. With reference to 
the dismissals, he asserted that a number of officials 
were incapable, lazy and immoral and that it was not in 
the interest of the State that they should remain in 
their positions. The principal part of his address, how- 
‘ver, was devoted to an outspoken attack on what the 


Trine Minister claimed were the dangerous activities of 


plotters against the welfare and even the existence of 


the 


Eo Livin Gres 


» 


oiiitog fa dua v 


fa qokldthacs 


etd al ° al r ie : 


y Nols le ate 


rotan bowolero . | 


: ' 
; and rs ka. i". 


yEdeesoca a ae 


Yo serra 


Cokes ofl Sie Es nab Ss 


ME OG FTO oe 


¥ Bomba te 


Paver weed: ican aes Hoes 
COME eG 


a) 


she State. Such plotters, he asserted, were members of 
the Union and Progress Party, which party had from the 
first been an enemy of the Arab cause. While he did not 
jane these members, it is assumed by the public that he 
yap directing his attack mainly against the former prime 
yinister, Hikmet Suleiman, who is now under sentence of 
five years imorisonment for complicity in connection with 
the plot against King Ghazi and whose older brother had 
been the leader of the "Young Turks"movement. He and other 
nenvers of the "Young Turks" were, according to the Prime 
uinister, responsible for General Bekir Sidqi's coup 
d'état of 1936, which has resulted in such a train of un- 
fortunate consequences for the country. 

In connection with the plot for which Hikmet Sulei- 
nan and a number of others received death sentences (later 
commuted to various terms of imprisonment) I enclose for 
the Department's records a summary of the deoisions of 
the court martial which sat in their trials as published 
in the "Iraq Times". It will be noted that the court 
dlaimed to have established beyond doubt the guilt of 
Hikeet Suleiman. Whether or not this is so, the Govern- 
unt has chosen to treat him leniently and I understand 
‘hat his family and friends are permitted to visit him 
tt will in the local prison where he is being detained 
id where he has been furnished comfortable quarters. 
the others Who were found guilty, however, are reported 
4 be Teceiving the severest kind of treatment. 

From all the foregoing and as was to be expected fol- 
loving King Ghazi's death, it will be seen that General 
Kr ts in a difficult political situation and is making 
Nrenuous efforts to maintain his Government in power. 
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ge 238 alrecdy founc it necessar: to take some mMeASures, 
guch 88 the censors'ilp of the press, sinilar to those of 
wich he aceused the widfel Sovernament ~hich he overthrew, 
and it tg evel rumored that ne has nad Warnines given to 
4 number of nis volitiecl © wiles et they should leave 
the country « Alao, 4S ;.Previousiy stated, he has foung it 
advisable to postvone the completion of tie .arltamentsry 
plections. It fs assSuned that -vhan these elections are 
conploted a sreat nunber of Porter weenbers of Parliament 
will find themselves ont of office. Under the system of 
indirect elections which is used here it is usually pos- 
sible for the Government in power, in the absence of a 
strong opposition party, to control the elections. Gen- 
eral Nuri is thus, through the disaissaul of a large num- 
ber of arny and civil officials «ion he has publicly 
gharacterized as being incapuble and dishonest, creating 
pore enemics every day and it is probable that the im- 
portance and power of his enemnios vill grow when the elec- 
tion returns are finally annovnced and many important 
xenbers of former Governments find thenselves entirely 

out of office. General Nuri is frequently accused by 

his enemies of devoting, his energias to the Arab cause 

and to foreign affairs to the exclusion of the welfare 

of Iraq itself. He, on the other han, no doubt hopes 
that a successful settlement of the Falestine situation 
in favor of the Arabs will enhance his prestige in the 
sountry. Whatever the ultimete outcome, he is now, it 
‘pears, devoting his energics principally to domestio 
utters. His ability to remain in office will of course 


tn the end depend largely on his ability to maintain 


control 
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control of tne arrye Tf he bs pot (ee Se is 3S, it La 
- yo be feared that frag wlii de faced with continued arg | 
gorious political disturbances in the eurcient yoer, | 
a | 
Respectfully yours, 
2 re Knabenshue 
wed Bnolosures: i 
— 1, Translation of pamphlet distri- oe 
er buted after the King's death. <a 
Sea oE 2, Summary of Frimc Ministar's 
Serre awe ae Speech. 


3, Summary of court martial 


elite od tae proceedings. 
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They have kill 
The British hated to see Ghaz 
the Arab unity. The Sritish began 
ed to weave plots and intri 
ate King, assisted by treacher 
szongst whom is Nuri as-Sald, the 
mie in Iraq and the strengthener 
and hig right hand man, Rashid Ali 
advocate of imperialism also. 
You have no alternative, O so 
and the advocetes of the British. 


Here we stand before you, rea 
Success comes from Allah. 


To revenge! to revolution’: 


tr: INC/AJL/jno. 
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2G of Vay 42, 1939 
ITAQs 


Q the grieved Arab people O the distres.ed young patriots 


ed Ghezi 


i acting to realize 
to fear Ghazi and 


nis innortal efforts towards the Arab unity. They 


gues to hit Iraq 
ous renevades 
advocate of British 
of its foundation, 
al-Gallani, the 


rrowful people, but 


to declare your universal revolution against the British 


dy to lead you. 
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Yeureta Tae Irce Times; ay 1, 1939. 


BROADCAST 
IRAQI PREMIER 


oe mee 


Plots Against 
the State 


- A WARNING 


An important speech was 
broadcast to tho nation by the 
Primo Minister of Iraq, H.E. Sayid 
Nuri as-Said, on Saturday night. 
i dealt mainly with two sub- 


joota— 
1. The necessity of raising the 
standard of administration in 
Iraq, by the elimination of 
incapable officials and more 
public: participation in admi- 
nistrative problems. 
9, Internal enemies of the State, 
whom he bitterly denounced 
in outepoken language. 
He began his speech by agsur- 
ing the nation that bis Cabinet was 
doing everything in its power to 
fulfil the promises it had made to 
the nation. Amendments of the 
administrative machinery were 
being prepared to ensure a large 
measure of decentralisation to serve 
local requiremente. 


Inefficient officials 

His Excellency went on to 
say that a numbor of officials were 
known for their incapacity, laziness, 
and immorality, and it was not jin 
the interests of the State that they 
should remain at their posts. 

A special decree had wlready’ 
been issued dispensing with the 
services of such officials, and they 
would be replaced by more com- 
petent men. 


’ Ottoman Empire, we find that its 


' national goveroment of the late 


_for the downfall of the young Syrian 
State which was set up under his 
late Majesty King Faisal. 


The Electoral Law, he said, 
would be amended in such a way 
as to ensure complete freedom for 
the people in the election of their 
representatives in Parliament, with- 
out influence on the part of the 
local authorities, 


Plots Against the State 


Sayid Nuri as-Said then went 
on to deal with the dangerous 
activities of plotters against the 
welfare, and even the existence, of 
the State. 

“Among the heritage left by 
Ottoman rule in lands where it 
previously held sway are strange 
sections of the people who live by 
making mischief and working 
against tho interests of the country 
in which thoy are living. Wherever 
they have been they have always 
been a source of danger. If wo 
study the history of the Committee 
of Union and Progress, whose word 
was law during tho last years of the 


rae was. actually the cause of 
that empire's downfall. 
“Members of the Union and 
Progress Party were responsible for 
the hanging of any of the Arab: 
leaders during the Great War, and 
at a later date they endeavoured to 
stir up rebellion against tho 


Kemal Ataturk. In the end the 
Kemalists were compelled. to 
remove them from the publio life 
of the country in order to rid the 
State of a growing danger. 
“The Party of Union and 
Progress was actually responsible 


‘Twonty years ago the leaders 
of that dangerous movement were 
hostile to the proposal to set up 


i i ee na 
ee 


| an independent State in this 


nd 


! 
rae 
' 


country, and they did their best to 
place obstacles in the way. 

“On my return to Irag in 192] 
to help in the establishment of the 
new State the firat thing that: 
attracted my attention was the 
activities of these peuple, and I] 
made a statement to ‘Al Iraq’ 
drawing attention to the danger to 
the country of plotters belonging to 
the Union and Progress Party in 
Iraq. 


The Army and Politics 
“Highteen years have passed 


avd since I issued that warning, and if 
a we review what has happened since 
se it is cloar that I did not exaggerate. 

a With the lapse of time the dangers 

ji ns - to which I referred have actually 
aH Cane increased. No _ better example 
ae 


-could be quoted than the coup 
d'état of 1036, exposing the country 
' to the greatest menace, 

“Those mischiof-makers were 
responsible for the interference of 
‘the Army in politics. Men who 
had spent the best years of their 
life in building up the State were 
compelled to disappear from the 
country; banishinent, imprisonment, 


yop 
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Bay, made - 
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3 ey Gat a Dy 
rela]! senas, 
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a ae and death were their reward. 
eee “Now that tho country has 
ay : | fortunately been able to resume its 
5 ‘ae normal life have these ~ people 
YE! min, thought of putting an end to their 
ee sana activities? No! On the contrary, 
ci | as | thuy even used the opportunity 
ee i aration | given to them by the death of our , 
Pa aan j beloved. King to stir up trouble, , 
eee: | Is not this proof of the faot that 
a they have no conscience af all? 
Ce: Iraq’s Greatest Danger, 
ue. “You will see, therefore, that ; 
oa this coterie of people have become a | 
ee great monace to the country—n : 
ay greater menace, indecd, than any 
are external danger now confronting 
‘ee us, ‘he nation cannot afford to 
ats allow them to continue their plots 
1a oat against the State. ‘That the people 
nuk are well aware of the dangor was 
eee demonstrated by the general dis- 
ys ena satisfaction when a- reduction of 
a eee their sentences was recently an- 
ie Rrra cs nounced. ; 
Vege oat ao. 8 eH “No nation can continue on 
Pe Ge ate, nae cies dee the path of progress as long as_ the 


| 


daggers of internal enemies are | 
directed towards its heart, and no 
government with a due sense of its 
responsibilities can remain idle in 
such cirumstances. I therefore | 
| appeal to all sincere lraqis to unite 
in the service of their country. 
In the meantime I warn misohief- 
makers “thatthe Governimene 18 
watching them carefully, and that | ~ 
eee ce the Jaws of the- country will be |. : roe 
Sine <j firmly applied against them if the 
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SOURCE: THE JRAG, TIMES 
April 3, 1939, 
Baghdad, 


- COPY - 


Summary of Court Martial Proceedings in 
viot against the rone,. 

The local newspapers publish a précis of the 
§ecisions reached by the court martial which was 
sitting reocntly at Al-Rashid Army Meadquarters,. 
the public Prosecutor denanded that the accused 
should be tried under Article 7 of the Iraq Army 
Proclamation (Sectionl3). The court heard the evidence 
of the accused and enabled them to appoint advocates 
for the defence. Evidenoe was given by H.H. Amir 
Abdul Ilah, Jawad Husain (as witness), Baha ud-Din 
Nagashbandi, Al-Agid Abbas Fadhili, Ahmad Jowdat, 

Al Aqid Ald Ghalib Ismail, Al Aqid Qasim Shukri, 

Al-Zaim Shakir Ali, Muqaddam Mahmud Salman, Al Aqid Salin 
gaib (as witness), Jalal ud-Din as-Saadi, Rais Said 

Taha, Rais Dhanun Taha, Soldier-Driver Jamal Rifat, 

Farash Amin Haj Muhammad (servant of the accused 

Hilmi Abdul Karim), Hasan ibn Ajil, Rasul ibn Naji, 

Hasan Beg ibn Weis (Beg of the Dalu tribe), Rashid 

{bn Muhammad, Ahmad ibn Haj Jawad (known as "Abu 

Agrad"), Salih ibn Aidan of the Jabur tribe, and 

Abdalla Damaluji. 


The court (the statement proceeds) interrogated 
these witnesses end examined documents found in the 
houses of a number of the accused. The court found 
that a conspiracy was organised, with its headquarters 
in Baghdad, during the life-time of the last Cabinet, 
with the object of overthrowing the existing regime 
and killing from 40 to 50 Army commanders and senior 
State officials (including members of the present 
Cabinet). The viotims were to have been invited to 
an entertainment at the house of H.H. Amir Abdul Ilah, 
where approximately 250 persons were to have assembled, 
including the men who were to be assassinated and those 
who were detailed to carry out the crime. Rais Abdul 
Hadi paved the way for Rais Hilmi Abdul Karim to get in 
touch with HoH. Amir Abdul Ilah. Later Rais Hilmi Abdul 
Karim, in the presence of Rais Abdul Hudi, broached the 
{dea of a conspiracy to his Highness, giving the names 
of the senior Army officers whom it was proposed to kill. 


Altogether Rais Hilmi visited his Highness on no 
fewer than ten oocasions » Sometimes alone and on other 
occasions accompanied by Rais Abdul Hadi. Rais Hilmi 
emphasised to his Highness thet there were reliable" 
People available who would carry out the assassinations 
in Baghdad, Mosul, and Kirkuk. Tho link in the chain 
between Baghdad and the provinciel towns was Jawad Husain, 
who was Plloting the Iraq Aeroplane Society's planes on 
flights between Baghdad and various parts of the country. 
8 carried correspondence between the conspirators in 
eghdad and those in the provinces. In Mosul Ismail 
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e the Principal con- 
etters found in their 


- d the complicit 
Hikmat Sulaiman, Hilmi Abdul Karim, and Tawad Husain 


nthe plot. A quantity of arms, including rifles 
wrolvers, were found in the houses of the Abbawis. The 
statement goes on to say that Hikmat Sulaiman's guilt 
vas further proved by letters traced at Mosul, by the 


evidence of witnesses, and by deductions from his own 
statements to the court. 


girators. This was. proved by 1 


In view of the evidence which had been place 
them, the court martial unanimously decided to paso enor’ 
death sentence on filmi Abdul Karim (after hi 
from the Army) and on Yunis Abbawi and his brother Ismail 
Abbawl. The court also decided, by a majority, to pags 
the death sentence on Ji.wad Hussain ana on Hikmat Sulaiman 
Others, a8 reported at the time, were Sentenced to terns ° 
of imprisonment. ‘ith regard to Al- Agid Salih Said, the 
court decided that he should be acquitted as there WAS no 
evidence to prove his active participation in the Plot: he 
vas, however, deprived of two years' Seniority, and fine 
amonth's pay, because he failed to report to his command- 
ing officer facts which had come to his knowledge, As 
our rvaders are aware, all the men who were sentenced to 
death were later reprieved by the olemenoy of His Majesty 
the King and they are now undergoing various terns of 
imprisonment. Since the court martial, Al Aqid Salih Saib 
has been placed on pension, 
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Bah. ad, May 25, 1929, 


Noe 1299 
sub ject! Political Conditions in the Persian Gulf. 


The Honorable 

The Secretary of State, 

Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 

As of possible interest I have the honor to en- 
lose a memorandum of a conversation with Dr. P, We 
Harrison, who called on me a short time ago while pass- 
ing through Baghdad enroute to the United States. Dr. 
Harrison has spent many years in the Persian Gulf as 
& medica) missionary, more recently in Muscat, and it 
{8 believed that his comments on the political situa- 
tion in Muscat, Bahrein and Kuwait as well as in Saudi 
Arabia will be of interest to the Department. 

With 


“De 


with reference toe his comments on the development 
of the o11 industry in those regions ard the fore. 
opening of o pipeline and oil port at Ras Tanura by the 
glifornia Arablan Standard O11 Compery, the Department 
will recall that a detailed report on o11 dcvelovrents 
{n Hasa and the Ranrein Islends vill be f-und in my dese 
patch NO- 1282 of April 22, 1939, 

According; to press cespatehcos the ceremonies at the 
Company's camp at Dammam and at Res Tanura lastec for 
several days and were terminated with the sctual inaugu- 
ration of the pipeline on May lst. In this connection, 


tt may be of interest to rote that wherous hitherto Little 


or nothing concerning oll developments in the Province of 

Hasa in Saudi Arabia has been reported by the local press, 

considerable publicity has b: en given to the visit of 

King Ibn Saud to Hasa for the purpose of inspecting the 

developments in the concessionary area of the California 
3fdaton i Arabian Standard O11 Company in that province and the 


£40 Yo yasd root eet inauguration of the pipeline. According to these press 


6d ,todeni toa’ reports, King Ibn Saud vias accompanied on this visit to 


Hasa by several of his sons and a suite of two hundred 


or more people and was entertained on an elaborate scale 


1sdnl efdicen Ov 

9 TQ mek os by the California Arabian Standard O11 Company. Also 
nono bafieco ome .ecalin present at these ceremonies, according to the press, was 
UOLRD B35" oe Shaikh Hamid bin Isa al-Khalifah, the ruler of Bahrein, 
Cyne dacs ant noth his brothers and sons and a large suite. 

TOM oa te ‘— After the termination of the ceremonies at Ras Tan- 
Woo Ait tot oee Po ura, King Ibn Saud and suite are reported to have visit- 
Boakeviet otunny 6d Bahrein Island as the euest of Shaikh Navid, where 
B8T9InE fin a foe they were lavishly entertained for four days. Also, 


according to one report, amon the presents which 
Shatkh 


ee 


gnaikh Hamid mace to King Ibn Savd were ten motor cars 
ghich he had had sent from Bombay. The King returned 
to Saudi Arabia on “tay 6. 

In this connection I may add that the riots to 
yhich Dr. Harrison referred as having taken Place on 
panrein Island are belicved to have been those which oce 
ourred last November. According to an American citizen 
resig@ing on the Island, a group of young men at that 
tine organized a demonstration against the Bahrein Govern- 
ment. They apparently felt that many reforms were needed 
in the Government and in the schools. Someone revealed 


the plan for the demonstration to the Chief of Police 


and as soon as it was started the demonstrators were ar- 


rested, There was no fighting of any kind and apparent- 


ly no firearms were carried. The leader of the demon- 
stration was tried at once and sentenced to imprisonment, : . ! 


part of which was to be served in India and part in Bah- 


Rov L1G Stobast a.) rein. This incident, according to our informant, has 


eGtu add To modi. . been magnified and is occasionally referred to as a 


eBURE Gadd Se ee "revolution", 
2 add 2 foyoy 
Respectfully yours, 
4 Oetiy Dole oy 
far. ebperop? | 
IOMELOS Groans og P. Knabenshue 
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ae Conversation with Dr. P.W. Harrison. 
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Copy 


gonf dential Baghdad, April 29, 1959, 


Memorandum of Conversation 
A ASAT TIE LON a a ee 


subject: Political Conditions in the Persian Gulf. 


Dr. P. We Harrison, the well-known American Medical 
yissionary at Kuscat, called on the Minister today. His 
ooments on political conditions in the Persian quir may 
be of interest. 


Dr. Harrison was of the opinion that the Kingdom of 
saudi Arabia was not in as healthy a condition ag hitherto. 
Te Crown Prince, he said, has become fat and lazy, taxes 
are extremely heavy and imposed with great severity, and 
the Government is becoming more and more avaricious for the 
oil revenues which are now coming in from the Hasa oil flelds 
operated by the California Arabian Standard 01] Company. In 
connection with the latter, he said that the new pipeline 
at Ras Tanura had been formally opened about a week ago by 
King Ibn Saud and the first tanker had already been loaded 
from {t. (The opening date was apparently advanced more than 
aveek as the Legation had been advised by the Company that 
Vay lat had been set as the date,) 


Muscat, said Dr. Harrison, is the poorest of all the 
countries in Arabia and there the poverty is the most notice- 
thle. There too, however, the influence of o11 is being felt. 
fro American geologists, Messrs. Thompson and Hotchkiss, have 
rie a thorough geological survey of the country for the 
IP.C., having made extensive use of aerial photography. 

Thile nothing definite has been reported, Dr. Harrison has 
the impression that the geologists are convinced that oil 
vill be found there. 


Mentioning the recent riots at Dubdair on the Trucial 
Goast, where according to a press item appearing in a Bas- 
rah paper, riots had recently ocourred as reported in our 
Current Events despatoh of April 27, Dr. Harrison said that 
these reports were not as exaggerated as we had been led 
to believe, as at least 52 were killed by aotual count. 
the cause of the riots was, as in Kuwait, a desire to gain 
political control over the ruling Shaikh in view of the 
probability of of] being found there with the subsequent 
tirlehment for the Shaikh from oil revenues. 


As to Bahrein, Dr. Harrison commented on the great for- 
tune which the Shaikh of those islands is acoumulating from 
ol revenues, Referring to the riots which had occurred there 
veral months ago, he understood that a good many sentences 
na vo years imprisonment had been imoosed on the rioters, 
f of which sentences were to be spent in India and half 
n 


| sua Harrison had also stopped at Kuwait. Most of the 


"8 enemies have left the Amirate following their 


recent 
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jitical eaifficuities there, w ile on- wag executed 
were isprisoned. Two excellent oil wells have 
n by the comrany operating in Zuvait and a 

4g almost completed. The company hus not yet started 


f 
thin {ts oll, however, and is in no hurry to do go. 


qe discovery of oil, added Dr. Harrison, is changing 
the whole life of the Persian Gulf and is likewise changing 
hs problems of the American missionarics stationed there, 
for ofl has already been found in Kuwait and Pahrein ang: - 
ill probably be found in Muscat, the three places American 
gissions are maintained. He felt that the effect on the 
people was not for the good, but he seemed to have some hope 
that the riches which o11 was bringing to that region would 
result eventually in breaking down the fanatical control 
ynich the Moslem religion now has on the people. 


JCS 


Tile no. 800/863 .6 
30S/wip. 


Baghdad, June 7, 1959, 


No. 1307 


io t: Orcunization in Iraq of ag Nationalistie 
gate 3 sub jec and Pan-Arab "Youth Army", 


The Honorable 

The Secretary of State, 

Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to report that the older students 
in the Government schoola of Iraq have received military 
training as a part of the required curriculum for more 
then a year, devoting one afternoon a week to drill. 
This development was, however, inconspicuous until the 
advent of General Nuri as-Said's Government, which took 
office on Christmas Day, 1958. The new Government, ap- 
parently desiring to inspire nationalistic feelings in 


the youth of Iraq, has embarked on a movement called the 


“Yaieh al-Futuwah" or Youth Army, which shows signs of 


belng influenced by the youth movements of Germany and 
Italy. 
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italy» 48 in thosc countries also, there are indica- 
tlons that it is being organized ond used by the Govern-~ 
nent for political purposes. 

The movement did not begin to develop rapidly, how- 
aver, until the appointment in Mereh of pr. Sart Showkat, 
forner Director Generél of Health, as Director General of 
gducation, (my despatch no. 1258 of March 16). sSayia 
yaji Showkat had been appointed Minister of Interior in 
the new Nuri Government and this irmediutely increased 
the influence of his brothers, Dr. Sami Showkat and Dr, 
Saib Showkat, the latter being Chioet Surgeon of the Royal 
Hospital and with Dr. Sami a founder of the ultra- 
nationalistic Sluthanna Club. Naji Showkat has since ro- 
signed a8 Minister of Interior but the influence of his 
brothers in the nationalistic movement continues. Both 
are physicians trained undor German professors in Istanbul 
and have the reputation of being pro-Nazi and pro-Fascist,. 

As soon as Dr. Sail Showkat had been appointed 
Director General of Education, he began to develop the 
military training of the students into what is called a 
national youth movement. Even before he took office, 
however, the new Government had given indications of its 
intentions of promoting such a movement. A parade of 
all students receiving military training was held at the 
end of January, at the conclusion of which they were ad- 
dressed by the new Minister of Education, Sayid Salih 
ftber, who spoke from a platform surrounded by micro- 
phonsa and with other trappings so familiar to similar 
meetings in Germany and Italy. His speech at that time 
"8 reported as stirringly pan-Arab and he called upon 


tte youth of Iraq to unite and make sacrifices for the 


Arab 


age 


jrab nation. This parade is believed to have dore much 


to popularize the roverent, as did the next Parade of | 


students through the streets of Bechded on Mareh 21st 
’ 


the birthday annivorsary of the late King Ghazi, 


Soon after Dr. Sami Showkat took office it was made 


te ee . compulsory for all Government students in Iraq to join 

hae the Youth Army, irrespective of age, and Shortly after- 
wor degeer } wards an order was issued compelling them to wear uni- | 
PSN otic forms at all times. This latter order was also made to | 
Ia fe | “ apply to the teachers and officials of the Ministry of 
eT ke He at ed GM a Kducation. | 
fad dodday od ys Under further instructions which have r«cently deen | 
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issued by the Ministry of Education, the head of the 


Youth Army will be the Minister of Education who has been 
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todgal oo tude bs given the rank and title of "Marshal of the Youth Army", 


Sebfsgotient ons al neattey while Dr. Sami Showkat has Given himself the picturesque 


ebay bonkata 2a Gita s title of "Protector of the Youth Movement", The officials 


YO moldadtue st ait cee he: and teachers of the Ministry of Education have been given 


d@ fos? .1G ep ne foun Tanks from general to Second lieutenant according to 
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their grade and pay. 
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The students of the Youth Army, under these instruc. 


€ .tuereved dduoe fancis . tions, are divided into three Classes, the Juveniles, con- 


SMOMUILO FOU Wun Shd piers sisting of all under fourteen; the Rovers, made up of the 


ova nattocute do saolds two lower Classes of the Secondary Schools; and the 


ithe gaivisooy ctuelud Futuwah 


» OF Youths proper, consisting of all students 


M09 add Je, cuuussd Jom | Stator to the first two groups. These latter are all 


togeln bs wan ede ya suk | blven pang ®quivalent to non-commissioned officers of 

t 

te regular army and wear the corresponding chevrons. 

The senior members of this group are drilled with rifles 


iM are given instruction in musketry. All the military 
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amy officers, the chief of whom is Major Vadnil al- 
jenabi, who is assigned as adviser to the Ministry of 
giucation. It is he who led an Iraqi youth delegation to 
the last Nurenberg rally (it will be recalled that they 
yere ordered to leave Germany hurriedly when, toward the 
end of September, it a peared that Iraq was about to be- 
cone a military ally of Great Britain) and the uniform 
now worn was designed for that occasion, 


Soon after Dr. Sani Showkat became Director General of 


Hiuoation, he began makin speeches to the students in the 


yarious schools he visited which were the cause of consi- 


derable comment, for he was reported as telling the stu- | 
dents that the most important thing for them to learn was | . | 
how to kill and how to die. It is further reported that : 
he instructed the teachers to devote some of their les- 
sons to talks on "The Technique of Death". As perhaps 
being typical of Dr. Sami Showkat's ideas along this 
line, the following excerpt from a speech delivered on 
March 29 as quoted in "Al-Bilad" on March 30 may be of 
interest: 


"I hereafter shall permit no one to make 

any propaganda for peace and shall oppose any- 

one who advocates peace. We want war. We 

Should shed our blood for the sake of the 

Arabism and the Arabs. ‘e should die for our 

national cause. We should be impregnated with 

military spirit." 

in line with this speech, Dr. Sami Showkat not only 
permitted but encouraged the Youth Army to stage another 
parade and public manifestation on March 31 as a protest 
gainst the French policy in Syria. 

There can be little doubt but that these extreme 


tootrines of Dr. Sami Showkat's, linked with the 


nationalistic 
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nationalistic feelings aroused in the youth during these 
anti-Freneh demonstratioxs, had considerable influence in 
encouraging the extremists among the students to carry 

put the excesses on the day of King Ghazi's death for 
ghich a number were tried by court martial sand received 
prison sentences. These influences no doubt had e simi~ 
lar unfortunate effect in stirring up the students of 
Yogul which lead to the demonstration resulting in the 
tragio death of Mr. Monck-iMason, the British Consul. The 
fact that those students who were condemned to death by 
court martial for thelr part in the Consul's death had 
their sentences commuted because of their youth can hard- 
ly be expected to act as a deterrent in the future. 

There is in truth some reason to believe that this 
movement is having a profound effect on the school boys 
of Iraq and is developing their nationalistic sentiments 
to a dangerously high degree. It would probably be dif- 
ficult to prove that this movement is receiving any 
direct financial support from Germany and Italy, although 
many are convinced that this is so. It goes without say- 
ing, however, that these two Powers are sympathetic 
towards this movement and would be -‘lad to encourage it 
in any way they could. 

In conclusion, I enclose a tianslation of an arti- 
cle from "Al-Iraq" of May 26 which exemplifies the in- 
fluence which the youth movement is having on the Iraqi 
press. The article, entitled "Lead a Rigorous Life for 
luurious Living Removes Blessings", bases its thesis 


this saying of Mohammed as an eno ‘urageent to the 


‘evelonment of nationalistic feelings among the Arab 
youth, 


Resvectfully 
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NespeetLully yours , 
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- P, Knabenshug 
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saclosure to despatch 0. 1507 cf Sune 7, jog 
from American #egavion at Jarhdaud, Ira:, 


SOURCE: AL-IRAY 


“ay 26, 1939, 
bochdad, 
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This is the Hadith* of the noble arab Prophet 
vho built the foundations of his rising on the spirit 
of manliness and courage before which nothing: ean 
stand to prevent the realization of the aspir.tion 
of s soul infused with that spirit. ‘The arab nation 
kept progressing es long as it observed the virtues) 
of this Hadith. ‘hen the foreigners, «ho were not 
Mike the Arabs born with loyalty and truth in their 
march towards high ideals, entered the services of 
the governments of the Arab nations, these oovernments 
took to luxurious living which is expressed by the 
Hadith with which we have headed this article as the 
renover of blessings. These blessings vanished and 
with then perished the governments. In view of the 
strength, faith and shining truth embodied in this 
Hedith, the Director General of Education has decided 
that this Hadith be inscribed on large Signboards to 
be postedat the entrances of all Government schools, 
about 850 in number, He has also decided that it 
should be inscribed on the Futuwwa** badges which 
boy scouts and Futuwwa youths place on their headgear. 


We therefore hope that the day will not be dis- 
tant when we shall see this motto as the motto of 
the Iraqi people in particular and the Arab nation in 
general and when our history will repeat itself in 
proportion to our keeping away from luxurious living, 
accustoming ourselves to rough living and besring 
hardships for the sake of upholding Arabism. 


Trt INC/AJL/jno, 
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* the body of traditions carried back to “ohamned, 
br to those of his generation, and constituting 
the basis of the Sunna (or norm) i.e. orthodox 
tite (Webster's Intern tional Dictionary). 
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Baghdad, Iraq, June 28, 1939 


fo. 1326 


Subjeot: Official Visit to Saudi Arebie of the 
Iraqi Foreign Minister, Ali Jawdat al- 
Ayoubi. 


AIRVAIL 
Confidential 


TD, 


The Honorable 
The Seoretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 


Sir: 


I have the honor to report that the Iraqi For- 
eign Minister, Sayid Ali Jawdat al-Ayoubi, left Bagh- 
dad for Riyadh, the Capital of Saudi Arabia, on what 
was announced as an official mission to the court of 
Xing Ibn Saud on June 24 last. He was accompanied by 
€ delegation whioh included Sayid Abbas Mahdi, a for- 
ter Cabinet minister, Colonel Salah-ud-din es-Sabah, 

a senior army officer, and a number of Foreign Office 
officials, According to press reports they are trav- 
tlling to Riyadh by the overland route through Kuweit. 


Sayld Rustam Haidar, Minister of Finance, has 
deen named Aoting Minister of Foreign Affairs during 
the absence of Sayid Ali Jawdat. 


According to t s the purpose of Sayid Ali 
8 to the pres pump Jawdat's 


os0/oOZ8 


a ae 


tg yisit to Riyadh is to discuss problems of mut- 
sn caren between the two countries such as bese us 
u adio tribes along the frontier and erazing rights, 
in this connection reference is made to my despatch no. 
042 of May 25, 1938, veporting the conclusion in April 
of that year of two agreements between the Kingdoms of 
iraq and Saudi Arabia, one concerning the administration 
of the neutral zone between the two countries and the 
other relating to grazing and water rights along the com- 
non frontier. These two agreements have not yet been rat- 
ified nor, so far as is known, published. They were, how- 
ever, submitted a few days ago to the new Parliament for 


ratification. 
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The real reasons which have lead the Iraqi Govern- 
ment to send this delegation to Riyadh, an arduous under- 
taking during the hot summer months, are however quite 
different, I am told. According to a reliable source 
King Ibn Saud some time ago addressed a letter to Gen- 
eral Nuri es-Said, the Prime Minister, in which he made 
certain observations concerning the Iraqi position vis- 
a-vis Syria and Palestine. The significance of these ob- 
servations is not quite clear but it is understood that 
the King was disturbed at the alleged efforts being made 
by the Iraqi Covernment to have a member of the Hashimite 
family placed on the throne of Syria, inasmuch as he is 
anxious that one of his own sons be selected should the 
occasion arise. It seems that news of the existence of 
this letter leaked to the press and a garbled version was 
published in the Egyptian newspaper Al-Ahram and copied 
in the Syrian press. As a result the Saudi Arabian Con- 
sulate in Damascus issued to the press the following 
statement, as quoted in the Iraqi press: 


bees 


"Certain newspapers in Syria and Leban- 
on have copied from Al-Ahram a news item to the 
effect that the Iraqi Government has received 
a letter from King Ibn Saud disagreeing with 
the efforts of the Iraqi Government and its 
outstanding activities in support of the Syr- 
fan and Palestine causes and that certain Syr- 
jan personalities who have visited Baghdad re~ 
cently have semi-officially learned of this 
letter which led to the suspension of the en- 
deavours of Iraq on behalf of Syria and Pales- 
tine. The Saudi Arabian Consulate therefore ex- 
presses its displeasure at the publication by 
the Arab press of this strange and false news 
item, because His Majesty's legal and rightful 
endeavours towards the Arab states in general 
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Q elt Yd bey kl of natin le we oan do nothing to those who harbour 

. . Mean intentions, we emphatically deny this al- 

(tabltal me TEES ait leged news item in order to announce the un- 

adakais multe. be un aac doubted truth." 
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The Iraqi press also published the following state- : 
Ment issued by the Iraqi Direotor General of Propaganda, 
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oublications, and Broadcasting: 


"Al-Ahram of Egypt published in its 
{ssue of Saturday, June 17, 1939, 3 message 
from its private correspondent in Damascus 
entitied: ‘Syria and Palestine and the at- 
titude of the Arabs thereto - A strange 
rumour concerning a letter alleged to have 
been attributed to King Ibn Saud.' The con- 
tents of that message are not true and the 
anjoable and brotherly relations existing 
petween the Iraqi and Saudi Arabian King- 
doms compel them to follow one policy in 
all public matters and in Arab affairs in 
partioular." 


As a result of the misunderstanding between the 
two governments and the ensuing annoyance of King Ibn 
Saud, caused by this publicity, the Iraqi Government, 
according to my informant, decided to send Sayid Ali 
jandat on this mission to Riyadh for the purpose of 
placating King Ibn Saud. 


Another purpose of his visit is said to be in 
conneotion with a dispute over the location of the 
Iragi-Saudi Arabian boundary. The TIraqi-Saudi Arab- 
{en commission which has been surveying the boundary 
vas unable to reach an agreement as to its location 
some distance west of the neutral zone where a nun- 
ber of wells are located. The Saudi Arabian Govern- 
nent, it seems, Claims certain wells which, accord- 
ing to the Iraqis, are at least one hundred miles 
north of the frontier. By following these tactios 
it 1s thought that King Ibn Saud hopes to obtain at 
least some of the wells in this distriot. The Tragi 
delegation will therefore attempt to reach a settle- 
nent on this point also. It is of interest to note 
in passing that King Ibn Saud's representatives on 
this commission were two young American civil engin- 
ae loaned by the California Arabian Standard Oil 
Ompany » 


Another question which will possibly be taken 
up ts that of furnishing Iraqi army officers to train 
the army which it is understood King Ibn Saud wishes 
4 organize along modern lines with the oil royalties 
tw being received from the California Arabian 011 
‘pany. In this connection an article published in 
sBilad of June 9 may be of interest. According to 
8 article reports had been published that Saudi 
inbia had requested the Turkish Government to send 
tnilitary mission to organize the new Saudi Arabian 
my, Al-Bilad stated that it had investigated this 
‘port and had been informed by a prominent Saudi 
{wbien official that while the relations between 
! key and Saudi Arabia were of the best and while the 
titer would not hesitate to invito such a Turkish mis- 
Hon, such a request had not yet been made. The Iraqi 
Yernment is no doubt anxious in view of these menerre 
a 
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ee es eee ee ee raqgi and not Turkish army officers should »b 
i thet oted for this task. ‘ 
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osutT AE te eg aie 0 Finally it may not be out of place to mention 

PORTS ats ER aa epee nere the rumours that have surrounded the recent vi- 

Betis ate a ce wa ait to Iraq of Aziz Ali al-Misri Pasha, Inspector Gen- 

ond ean. caly ‘y sAGSLY eral of the Egyptian army, who is a popular figure in 

del a eedmzewiss cuorg, this country and a close friend of General Nuri and 

AoLd OF badushet ea ood other well-known Iraqis who partiolpated in the Arab 

B agauen fet a ne revolt. Misri Pasha was wined and dinea here and made 

Ydtoddoud iis a telvg ten nuoh of both by the Government and by opponents of the 

G baa ipetl oy maonve: Governnent. According to these rumours his purpose in 


fot of utr Lapse ooming to Iraq was to bring the message that the re- 
brs aroddio of ldue 7" cent Anglo-Turkish agreement was directed against the 
Bt Lito Pda Arabs and to urge the Iraqi Government to send an ul- 

= tinatum to the British Government insisting on Arab 


rights in Palestine and Syria if the British Govern- 


9 205 


sutm odd Jo dilssaz ¢ ap nent were to expect further support from the Arabs, 
Jamo od Aris edeenmurisvor ¢ According to these same rumours, which come from fair- 
tolfidug elidd cid bceuss yet. ly reliable sources, General Nuri and his former Min- 

9 dusted wn od satires: {ster of Interior, Naji Shawket, refused to accept H ee 
ti ot tolee kia ald 10 dah. this thesis and imisted that the Iraqi Government 4 
* bra dt natn nattson must continue to cooperate olosely with Britain, but -— 

Misri Pasha did however win over Jamil al-Medfai, the 
wuld to ovogtud ‘tadsons, former Prime Minister, and the brothers Tewfik and 
ro eduge tb B ttkw notsoss - Naji Suweidi to his point of view. If there is in faot 
prabayod anidur. Lbuut-l any truth in these reports it is more than likely that 
od asd doidw noleokangy . this question of high policy is under discussion in 
OTH8 1B fosex oF olden «- all the Arab countries and that Ali Jawdat would wish 


ma edd fo tA sonstekh ce to disouss it with the King. 
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Baghdad, Iraq, July 11, 1939 


yo, 1356 


Iraqi Foreign Policy: the British 


3 
subject white Paper on Palestine, 


1 044/008 


The Honorable 

The Seoretary of State, 

Washington, D. C. 

Sirs 

I have the honor to enclose as of possible in- 
terest a summary of a recent debate in the Iraqi 
farliement on Iraq's foreign policy as published 
in the "Iraq Times" of July 7, 1939. ‘The disous- 
tion arose during the debate on appropriations for 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. When Iraq's re- 
lations with her ally Great Britain came up for dis- 


‘ussion some deputies complained that Iraq was now 


regarded 
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regarded by Great Britain as a factor of minor impor- 


tance in its foreign polley and that the Government 


yas not doing all that it should to emphasize Iraq's 
strategic importance. These deputies asserted that 
difficulties had been placed by Great Britain in the 
vay of the realization of the national aspirations of 
the Arabs and they urged the Government to do every- 
thing in its power to support the Arab cause, conten- 
ding that 1t was not enough merely to reject the Brit- 


{sh White Paper on Palestine and to maintain a pas- 


sive attitude. 

The Prime Minister, General Nuri as-Sald, in re- 
ply to these complaints asserted that Iraq's foreign 
relations are influenced by two important factors, the 
Saadabad Pact and the Pact of Arab Brotherhood with 
Saudi Arabia and the Yemen, adding that his Government 
earnestly hoped that the latter pact would shortly be 
extended to inolude Egypt. As to Palestine he said 


SLM that his Government had always supported the demand 
BERTIE Yo yrnceaa ee for the establishment of a free Arab Government and 
ie merce karen) ca the ending of the Zionist policy in that country. 
Speaking on the subject of foreign credits General 
(SOT ano ed ved. Nuri referred to the credits recently granted by 
GOOT Te wile wade to Great Britain to Turkey and Rumania and stated that 
ESOT Steel ag gaer ts Great Britain had expressed her readiness to give a 
da ro Vee bb cnet oon. simtlar oredit to Iraq to enable it to increase its 
AUG igh Shes Se te defenses, (See in this connection my despatch no. 
SOR” BOSE A a 4 1830 of July 7, 1959, entitled "Financial and Bud- 
Bee MLE Po5  gotary Sitgation of Iraq: Conclusion of a Loan for 


3,000,000"), The vinister of Finance, Sayid Rustam 
Haidar, 
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yaldar, entered the debate in a warm defense of General 
ryri and 4t would appear from the nature of his defense 
that the Government is becoming acutely aware of the 
neny enemies it has made since taking office last De- 
cembere 

In connection with the Iraqi Government's posi- 
tion concerning the British White Paper, the Depart- 
nent will recall that I stated in my despatch no. 1327 
of June 29 reporting, in continuation of previous des- 
patches on Iraqi reaction to the White Paper, that the 
Iraqi Government had as yet made no official statement 
concerning it. On July 5, however, in a meoting of 
the Chamber of Deputies, the Prime Minister, replying 
to a question, was quoted by the local press as say- 
{ng that 1t was “only natural that Iraq should reject 
the British White Paper on Palestine.” In reply to 
another question regarding the alleged entry of Zion- 
ists into Iraq, General Nuri was quoted as saying that 
investigations had proved that no Zionists had entered 
Iraq recently and that if any Zionists attempted to do 
80 without permission they would be sent back at once. 
A day or two later the press announced that the Minis- 
ter of Interior had decided to forbid the entry into 
Iraq of all means of Zionist propaganda such as news- 
pepers and publications of all kinds in whatever lan- 
guage they might be published. 

It may also be of interest to report that in a 
meting of the Chamber of Deputies on July 5, a dep- 
uty inquired whether the Acting Foreign Minister 


(Rustam 


aa (Rustam Haidar) had read Mr. Amery's statement concern-~ 
) Pe ee ih OE oe ing the White Paper a3 published in the Pritish press, 
ee a ee pointing out that Mir. Amery is President of the Iraq 
ee a ee. ae | currency Board. The deputy inquired whether i+ would 

; be in the best interests of Iraq to have Ir. Amery con- 

al add tis solteerrey |: tinue in this post after having shown his “hostility 
Ot ER See yey oe to the Arabs and partiality to the enemies of the Arabs," 
hedude I$. ffeoeg cee 5, the Aoting Foreign Minister 1s reported to have stated 
ptdnoo Gl Qoeignecey Goa. {in reply that there was no doubt that Mr, Amery had made 
iS of noktece: Loach ae var an unfavorable impression in the hearts of the people 
ee Soe Ae Gad Ae tps se. of Arab countries and of Iraq in particular, He added 
of en YL at eR gets that Mr. Amery had of course been named Fresident of 
eee waltuce! oo cage: , | the Iraq Currency Board for a fixed period and that on | 
4 Ui Bosaun sos ytautsaee | the expiration of this period the question as to who =.) 
|) fevugan yiao" ee digo | should f111 this post would be reconsidered, 


fst go teGe) ads tuliie In conclusion the Department is informed that Gen- 


edd sutbuspert sstteors wus! eral Nuri left Baghdad yesterday for a visit to Syria | » 


wots Cstenen .cutl cant ee! and the Lebanon where his family is spending the sum- 


tadt beyoruc bus exobg ative | MOP, and that he is expeoted to return within a few 


gan SE $608 bad vigeonsec, days. During his absence the Foreign Minister, Sayid 


Ali Jawdat al-Ayoubi, who returned to Baghdad from his 


~ 


vow Veds goluatmrs. dyott! 


e enerq etid isd|el ote special mission to the Court of King Ibn Saud at Riyadh 


6s hobices: fed Seaeee tae yesterday, will be acting Prime Minister, and thet Gen- 


g dutnol® to yneon Lie te eral Taha al-Hashimi, the Minister of Defense, has been 


[ik So Bees ens Gee appointed acting Minister of Interior. King Faisal II, 


hadatidec sng ape. & wth his mother and court attendants, is leaving Bagh- 


er eee ee dad for the Lebanon, where he is to spend the summer 


yged lo cau AD aaa "Aley, by special convoy this sfternoon. It is 
*rpected, however, that the Regent, Prince Abdul 
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olosure to despatch no. 1336 of July 11, 1939, 


Ba he American Legation at Baghdad, Iraq, 


from t 


Source: The Iraq Times, July 7, 1939 


PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE ON IRA9tS FOREIGN RELATIONS 
eee t LONS 


The Prime Minister and the Minister of Finance 
were the principal speakers for the Government in a 
debate in the Majlis on Iraq's foreign relations, 
during the discussion of the Budget Estimates of the 
ae Foreign Ministry. When Iraq's relations with her 
Boy 6% ally Great Britain came up for discussion, some De- 
puties complained that Iraq was regarded by Britain 
ag a factor of minor importance in her foreign pol- 
foy and that the men in power in Iraq were not doing 
all they could to emphasize the Strategic value of 
ne Iraq, Which lies on the Imperial air route to the 
ee are hos Fer Rast and which is also an important producer 
ae ace "| of ofl for Britain and her allies, One speaker 
said that in former years British politicians used 
to praise Iraq for the rapid progress which she had 
achieved, but now Iraq's wishes in certain cases 
tan res were being disregarded. Difficulties were being 
SAGE laced in her way and also in the way of the real- 
ee mT iration of the national aspirations of the Arabs 
es Se eee as, for example, in the cases of Syria and Palestine. 
fol agieto™ atpaal of The speaker urged Iraq's leaders to emphasize these 
facts whenever they could do so and to take every 
possible opportunity to stress the importance of " 
Pee Iraq, which, despite its small population as com- 
rae pared with other States, could always play its part 
in Near Eastern affairs, Other Deputies urged the 


yet 
1Od 


o.T eWadosdrs este es Government to do everything in their power in sup- 
rie} olden. ee a of the Arab cause in Palestine, contending that 
Oa twas not merely enough to reject the British White 
60 etsfuanou motte: Paper and to maintein a passive attitude, 


The Prime Minister, H. E. Sayid Nuri as-Said, 
Teplying on the dabete, said: "Iraq cannot dictate 
o> 5 the foreign policy of other States or interfere on 
esis ae their affairs, as every country is quite free to 
i ogy oe) adopt its own policy. Our foreign relations are 
pce tant influenced by two important factors, namely, the 
treaty with the Saadabad Powers, and our treaties 
with Saudi. Arabia and the Yemen. We earnestly 
hope that the latter treaty will shortly be exten- 
ded to inolude Egypt. Our policy regarding Syria 
and Palestine is well-known and requires no further 
clusidation, In the case of Palestine, we have al- 
"ays Supported the demand for the establishment of 
a free Arab Government and the ending of the Zion- 
lat Policy in that country. I may emphasize here 
that the importance of the part played by any State 
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ts foreign relations depends to a large extent on 
ae g strength and internal stability. ff the count? 
wacerned 48 weak internally, 1t cannot command the res- 
pect of foreign countries. 


Speaking on the subject of credits, His zxce 
sald? P "Great Britain has granted credits to eters 
ailies , Turkey and Rumania, and, similarly, has expres~ 
ged her readiness to give a credit to Iraq to enable us 
to increase the strength of our defences, I cannot at 
present divulge the conditions under which this credit 
is being granted, but I hope to do so as soon as the ne- 
gotiations with Britain reach a satisfactory conclusion, 
Icon assure the Majlis, however, that we are not heing 
regarded as a'factor of minor importance, as some people 
appear to think. In fact, the conditions under which 
ve are obtaining this credit are more favourable than 
those under which similar credits are being granted to 
other states. 


The Finance Minister, H. E. Sayid Rustam Haidar, 
speaking in the course of the debate, warmly defended 
Sayid Nuri as-Said and his polioy in general. He said 
that Sayid Nuri had given many years of his life for the 
cause of his country, and he would, without a doubt, con- 
tinue to do his utmost for it in the future as he had 
done in the past. Sayid Rustam added that he was glad 
to have the opportunity to assure the Chamber that the 
Prime Minister had never at any time forgotten the cause 
of hia country, for which he had worked untiringly for 
the Jast thirty years. He was not defending him as a 


mmber of his Cabinet, but as one who had been in con- 
stant touch with Sayid Nuri for many years, and as one 
who had the privilege of knowing the full extent of his 
services to Iraq. 


* eeostate 


TELEGRAM SENT 


No.: 46 


. GP» BFOWD Charged to: Legation 


cro t—1142 


Paraphrase 


I have fust been told by the Minister for Foreign 
iffairs that the position of Iraq as an ally of Great 
pritain is clear. 

In the event of war,the German Vinister says, he 
ig ready to depart at a moment's notice and, believing 
that the United States Government would be unwilling 
accept charge of German interests, will turn these 
oer to the Iranian Legation. 

Measures have been taken by the British Air Force 
w protect the pipeline with subsidized tribesmen as 


wil as local levies and armourcd car sections. 
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Iho: CHM 

Par: IVE 

le no. 800 Conf, 


Date: August 29, 1939, lpm. 
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TELEGRAM SENT 


.. Seestate Date: September 2, 1939 
No.: 48 
, gray and Brown Charged to: Legation 


oro w—dne2 


Paraphrase 


In a declaration broadcast last night the Prime Minister 
first denounced any policy of recourse to force as opposed 

of negotiations for the peaceful settlement of international 
9 and then said: (translation) 


‘Iraq's attitude in relation to world events is evi- 
tt, clear, and unequivocal. Iraq is bound with Great 
tin in a treaty of alliance which was concluded on 
#30, 1930." 


net analyzing the provisions.of Article 4 of the Treaty, 


lt not therefore devolve upon Iraq to participate in the war 
ty battlefield whatsoever. If however Iraq should be at- 


sha and this is improbable, it would then defend its fron- 


{ 


“edlate exceptional protection is required for Americans 
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TELEGRAM SENT 


ipcestate Date: September 6, 1939, 4pm 


No.: -~50- 


Charged to: Legation 


Gro Tt 1n42 


Paraphrase 
It was decided yesterday by the Iraqi Council of 


s; Brown 


| sisters to sever diplomatic relations with Germany and 
send out of Iraq all German citizens. The German Min- 
iter, leaving today, is being compelled, he tells me, 
travel, instead of by Iran and Russia as instructed 

{iy ais Government, via Syria and by sea to Italy. 

I used my good offices with the French Minister, 
ithe request of the German Minister, to secure an 
usurance of respect for the safe conduct endorsed by 
toon the German Minister's passport for his passage 
through Syria and the Lebanon. 

T know as a strictly confidential fact that the 
nson for refusal to leave Iraq by Iran was due to the 
wtish fear that the German Minister, Grobba, would 
tain in Iran together with his staff and, since he 
stelleved to be the Chief of German propaganda in the 


Mr Rast, use it as a base of intrigue. 
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Baghdad, Iraq, September 7, 1939 


gq, 1895 


sppjeot Iraq's Fosition in the Present Crisis. 


the Honorable 
The Seoretary of State, 


i? ZL. 


Sis 


Washington, D. C. 


i 


a) 
Ne 


Sir: 
I have the honor to refer to my telegram no. 48 of 


September 2, 1959, reporting briefly the outstanding fea- 
tures of the radio address of General Nuri as-Said, Iraqi 
Prine Minister, on the evening of Friday, September 1, 1939, 
in which he defined the attitude of Iraq in respect to the 
wrld orisis as it had developed up to that date. I en- 
flose a translation of the Prime Minister's address as it 
speared in the. local press. 

For some days previsus to the Prime Minister's an- 
houncement speculation was rife as to what attitude the 
Inq Government would take in connection with the world 
tels, It was evident that public opinion was influ- 
‘ted somewhat by the pro-Cerman sentiments of certain 


‘lements of the population including certain government 


flelals and certain senior army officers vho had been 


educated 
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vented {n Germany or under German influence in Turkey. 
ao St was generally believed that more recent German 
pagenda had influenced certain elements of the popu- 


0 
vn It was rumoured that there were cortain dis- 
gonsions anong Cabinet ‘Ministers with respect to the 
official position to be taken by Iraq in the event of 
wr, It is known that the Cabinet was meeting daily 
periods of geveral hours. I sounded the Counselor 


for 
of the British Embassy on the subject end I gained the 
general impression from what he told me as well as from 
hig manner and tone that while the British Embassy un- 
foudtedly had been a little concerned they were finally 
satisfied that the Iraq Government would fulfill its 
treaty obligations and that the Cabinet deliberations 
had finally narrowed down to the drefting of a formula 
to this ends The Prime Minister's radio address made 
on the evening of the day of the German advance into 
Poland undoubtedly represents the final decision of the 
Iraqi Council of Ministers. 

There is no doubt that there was much speculation 
among the general public as to the possibilities of gen- 
tral mobilization in Iraq and the sending of troops for 
operations abroad = particularly Turkey and Egypt. In 
oer to allay public anxiety in this respect and also 
because of the terms of Article 4 of the Anglo-Iraq 
Treaty of Alliance whioh provided for Iraqi assistance 
to the British only on Iraq territory the Prime Minister 
mde it olear in his address that Iraqi troops would 
wot operate outside the country unless it be for the 


ttuel defense of its frontiers. 


The British Government having deolared war against 
Germany 


a ae 


IAL at 

hs ° he germany on September 3, the Iraq Government as its first 
RESTS T IA he gonorete act as an ally severed diplomatic relations with 
Ppiatineg.h - go ine 7 : . germany oD September 5. It is not yet known whether 
Fe eae : - qraq will declare war areinst Germany but it is known 
ago Aas - that in other respects it is fulfilling its treaty obli- 


gations in respect to assistance rendered to the British 
{n aocordance with Article 4 of tho Treaty, and to this 


Ho PEE AGR hte. ond the Government is daily formulating and issuing de- 
UW ODE AO Lee a” eee). oragss 
On the day following the decision of the Iraqi 


te 
. ae aon 
a taco SUG GSB Pye: 


(39 EL 5 need Gal vpras:, Council of Ministers to sever diplomatic relations with 


20 pail std sett harm: Germany the German Minister left Baghdad with his staff 


id ban enoltent (eo x. under military escort for Germany via Syria and the Leban- 


mvob hexorten «oo yy on and thenoe by steamer to Italy. In this connection 


[ embtd pd ee ae I would draw attention to my telegram no. 50 of September 


6, 1939, and particularly to the confidential paragraph 
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e to despatch no. 1375 of September 7 , 
a Legation at Baghdad, Iraq. ’ 1939, from 


Boye tes, oe Source: Az-Zaman of September &, 1939, ° 


Iraq's Attitude Towards the War 


Announcement by "Tis “oxcollenoy Sayfa Muri As-Saia 


Bue i pee, the Prime Minister, on the Iraqi Radio Last evenin 


Gentlemen: : | 
Bin Od Gnucies : : me of 
J qe DLtp. It is with deep regret that the world orisis has 
folsae obs cea yay. texen such a grave turn that it is now threatening the | 
- . gitbreak of the fire of a world war the sparks of which 
Bb el tae vice aight even fall on Iraq. | 
Ne in our capacity as Iraqis, belonging to a small, 
pwnation, oan not but express our great regret tt this 
EVO LLG soho aty as grave development and our deep indignation at any polioy 
that takes recourse to force. We find that every polioy 
OF BLGICERL te La. of this kind 48 a real danger to the future of all small 
netions such as ours. 
Olak sroviscy get oe 
the policy which suits us and which we confirm and 
OT Stoowe Yurilte enn support with all our might, is the polioy of right and 
justice which opens the field to all nations for the 
Sempese YO scuory fas aa settlement of their problems through the means of nego- 
tlations based on the spirit of understanding and fair 
¢ moltnedtea cathy tug > play for the welfare of the entire world. 
Lisfnottrsa jus aus | The inclination to adopt one of these two policies 


has, a8 We Can Observe, divided the states of the world 
toot if into two distant groups. In spite of the present orisis 
the Inoidents of the annihilation of certain independent 
countries indioate the deviation of certain states from 
Joeqrar the peaceful policy which we uphold. We trust from the 
bottom of our hearts that at the last moment reason shall 
overcome sentiment and thus the world will be saved from 
the evil of an interneoine war which will equally prejudice 
both the viotor and the vanquished, 


If war breaks out, then it would be an inevitable 
destiny which Iraq could not oheck, but it would devolve 
teasing Won Iraq to hasten to oarry out its task, Therefore, I 
tousider that I should draw the attention of the public 
stab ontrs ‘te uio0 0 certain matters which will enlighten our path in these 
. | Orltloal odroumstances. 


Iraq's attitude in relation to world events, is 
Wident and olear and is not surrounded by any ambiguity. 
Iraq {8 bound with Great Britain in a Treaty of Alliance 
{oh was oonoluded on June 30, 1930. Article 4 thereof 
‘prises three Paragraphs which oan be divided as follows: 


O08 .on 


¥ ‘+ Should either of the High Contracting Parties 
he 8hgaged in war, which they oan not settle by peace- | 
ud Meee the other Party will immediately come to his 

athe capacity of an ally. - 


neti ~ In the event of an imminent menace of war the 
my $8 wil) immediately concert together the necessary 
| “'ures of defense, 


o - The 


Wis Majesty the KL . 
o- The aid of ‘ing of Iraq in t 

ant of war OT the imminent menace of war Wid sonetae 

Ae oe Be, jp foraishing to Wis Britannic Wejesty on Iraq territory 

Seite bed : faoilities ere essictcnee in hie power, inoluding the 


Sey orgy ot i | gp of rallweys, Tivers, Ports, aerodromes end means of 
ee gamnication. 
It 18 evident from the foregoing that Ira a 
Pattyn ppuoity as an ally of Great Britain is not igebie roe any 

snc eit tesa _ uty except to facilitate for Great Britain communications - 
et ee yithin Iraq. It would not therefore devolve upon Iraq to 
a ae ee pertielpate in the war in any battlefield whatsoever, If 

ee “ ‘cy | jomver, Iraq should be attacked - and this is improbable - 

pent ao Ctr gegen it vould then defend its frontiers, 
Oh Ydloayns Muon oy Wth regard to the economic orisis whic 
“ Tan atc Gee ee ae A will 
pee area ~~ | gevelop in war tine owing to a depression of the meviets one 
Pig ihe Peay Sa uituation is not expected to last long and it is hoped that 
ee ee will be compensated by the ultimate improvement in 


prices and increase in the demand for our products. 


eEIUO te dae 
e 
dite dole velsoe. ot: mairomat 
ge aera eo No person in the world oan predict the developments 
a ieee at ee aoe | mepults, and duration of the war espeoially in relation to 
it Sohne re ae the numerous modern inventions, the perfection of the 
pares atetie. ts ate, | Wulpnent, and the efficiency and the large size of aerial 
| eS os) manent, All we can say is that victory is in the hands 
; of Allah, 
bs OF soldoniiout 
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In view of the oritioial world situation and the de- 
velopmante which may follow after the development of fight- 
{ng between the belligerents, it is necessary for Iraq to 
‘ling to {ts well-known, fine, noble characteristics. 


hile it 18 antioipated that various forsign propagand= 

lets will become active in the interest of foretcnere: . 
ura the public against such propaganda. Side by side with 
eho loyal, sentimental porsonsa anxious to attain their 
i onal aspirations without taking into consideration 
‘roumstances, time, and Place, there exists a group of 
iH ipere de who oare for nothing but the realization of 
i Porrigtatia There is another group of hirelings who 
sitaas their conscience, This group conducts an alluring 
iris a, by which it exploits the enthusiasm of the 

ve, the innocence of the ignorant, the emotion of the 
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thos ge pretton has built the existenoe of Iraq on saori- 
teen hoble endeavors and made it firm through the 
this eta renee and far-sightedness ofits leaders. 
I estred bor is of such strength and firmness, that it 
IMeavor ¢ y the greater part of the Arab states which 
Utalned fin toe @ similar existence, The Iraqi nation 
mars, yf re existence after it had fought for it many 
kity to t 18 our right to be proud of it, it is our 
Preserve it and we should guide ourselves by a wise 
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oward our distent national sap trations P 


t whi ae 
polley realize in tive, by the will or Mia Which we 


EP eae «Hee 7 a pope 60 
eis ae ere a J hereby announce that tne Governrant's 
eG ST epglized in piaciny the safety of Iraq bepee cree 
eae lic. | ging elge. This safety is not for the welfare of Iraq 
tetas tte. «2 sjone but for the whole Arab world, Therefore, we shall 
Ba tie ae hare to De very careful not to give an Opportunity to any 
eae a jerson to impair in any manner the safety of Iraq. 


; ae I invite our brothers, all of the Trae 

Rete a ee events = a8 they have been accustomed to ee See 
edt kn en LL se © | attloulties - and urge them to meet them with the courage 
EERE NESS "rT qagrifioa, coolness and far-sightedness for which they are’ 
on ae distinguished. We pray Allah to lead us to Goodness aaa 

Tein aoe ee visdom. 
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Baghdad, Iraq, September 23, 1939 


jo, 1890 
subject: Political Situation in Iraq. | 


the Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C, 
Sir} 

I have the honor to refer to my telegram no. 58 of 
‘ptember 19, 1939, 10 a. me, the first paragraph of 
Meh stated that the Prime Minister was endeavouring 
© fom a Coalition government inoluding certain lead- 
lig personalities of the opposition but that he was 
miling with dirfioulties. It has been evident for 
Wu tine that General Nuri's Cabinet was not a strong 
and that Sooner or later he would have either to 
Wrngthen 1¢ Or retire in favor of the opposition. 

Nh decane Sven more apparent with the advent of the 
Ptpean Crisis, Nuri himself realized the situation 


and 


“C1 ESE a RE Bd Be At 


yd with the help of the British embassy has endeavoured 
yp persuade certain leaders of the Opposition to join 

sin in a more Yrepresentative national coalition Cabinet, 
me principal personalities of the Opposition are Jami) 
yedtad Tewfiq Suwaidt, and Naji Suwaidi, all of whom 

ire oxePrime Ministers. 


Nuri, being loath to part with any of his present 
yintaters, desired to effeot a coalition Cabinet by the 
stdition of new members, His Cabinet consisted of seven 


yinisters including himself as prime Minister and Acting 


Wnister of Interior, The Constitution provides thset 
the number of State Ministers should not exoeed nine, 
fhe question was raised as to whether this number would 
lnolude the Prime Minister who under the Constitution 
hus no speoified Ministerial duty. The matter was re- 
furred to the High Tribunal and its final deoision was 


ema Prime Minister cannot be considered as a Min- 
POSS a Galae oe ts: iter within the meaning of the duty of a Minister as 
Pel OVER ET ath m forth in Artiole 67 of the Constitution, The Trib- 


wil also ruled that Article 64 of the Constitution 
- (od od eared 1 
oF Zouod v1! ; tlurly forbids the appointment of Ministers without 


lertfolio e 


08 OL .2eCL (PL tadser: 

It was therefore made possible for Nuri 
Pd jggngn Me 

ehrd wild Seda josnsen o 


Wald three new Cabinet Ministers, himself holding 


fTeveg aelitfuoa a Co w portfolio, 

m eobseetumetas ° 
Bie ods In spite of all influenoes and pressure Medfai and 
Vets Lue LIAlh alsbe ate 


tht Sualads refused to join Nuvi's Cabinet and in the 
! Esangeac goas ote 
ama | MM Mas obliged to 0022 upon others, with the result 
fal to toncom Jang eo» 


IMs on September 21 a Royal Deorse was issued appointing 


e ws Foote mf Ties” 
1 erigay WO we RTS se a 
ee towing new Ministers: 
SQGaG Stam Nuvo cet 
ag Minister of Interior: Omar Nadhmi » previously 
Ed tas? oede dno aie Mintet 


er of Works and Communications » and Acting 
Aster of Economics in this same Cabinet, 


Minister 
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Minister of Works and Communications; 
Jalal Baban, formerly Minister of Economics 
and Communications in the Medfai Cabinet of 
1937. 

Minister of Economics: Sadiq €l-Bassan, 
formerly “inister of Education in the last Cab- 
inet of Yasin al-Hashimi (1935), 

Minister of Soolal Affairs; pr, Sami Shaw- 
kat, who has up to the present been Director- 
General of Education. 

It will be seen that the last-named Ministry, 
mich has been newly created, fills out the number 
of Ministries to nine, so that the Cabinet as re- 
arranged and inoreased is now as follows: 

Prime Minister: Nuri as-Said 

Minister of Interior: Omar Nadhmi 

Minister for Foreign Affairs: Ali Jawdat al-Ayoubi 

Minister for Defense: Taha al-Hashimi 

Minister of Finance; Rustam Haldar 

Minister of Justice: Mahmud Subhi al-Daftari 

Minister of Education: Saleh Jabur 

Minister of Works and Communications: Jalal Baban 


Minister of Foonomios: Sadiq al-Bassan 


Minister of Sooial Affairs: Dr. Sami Shawkat 

It is the general consensus of opinion that while 
furl has dnoreased the size of the Cabinet he has not 
aterially strengthened it. However, it is the opinion 
of those qualified to know that the opposition, headed 
by Medfai, will not resort to violent or other illegal 
of ‘eproper means to interfere with or bring about the 
fl of Hurits Cabinet. Nevertheless, it is confi- 
dently believed that this present Cabinet will because 


of its own weakness be forced to resign in a normal way 
before long, 
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tatil within the last few days rumour had it that 


ye Government was contemplating general mobilization 


| gp that the decree calling it had already been drafted, 
't 
yt that the unpopularity of auch a move and the oppo- 


jition to 4t headed by General Taha al-Nashimi, the ?in- 
ister for Defense, would prove to be so formidable as to a 
wring about a coup d'état should the Government insist 
yon the mobilization. It was then rumoured that there 
ys dissension in other respects between the Prime Hine 
\ster and General Taha. However, public anxiety in the 
ove respect has been allayed by a broadcast speech on 
the night of September 21 by General Taha from whioh it 
ng evident that he fully supports the Prime Minister 

in his polioifes as announoed in his (Nuri's) broadosst 
neech of September 1, reported in my despatch no. 1375 
of September 7, 1939. It has also become known that 
general mobilization is not oontemplated but that only 
agradual calling to the oolours will be effected of 


the few reservists who have already had any military 


training, Oonsequently, at the present moment the 


ituation is tranquil. 


Respectfully yours, 
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Jeghndad, Iraq, Cetober 9, 1959 


Yo. 1396 
gubjeot: Iraqi Peers of iuusta and Turkoy. 


Confidential 


The Honorable 

The Secretary of State, 

Washington, D. C. 

Sire 

I have the honor to report that since the outbreak 
of the hostilities in Europe the chief fear of Iraqis 
generally and the army in partfoular has been the DO8@ 
albility of an invasion of Iraq by Russia or by Turkey. 
This fear beoeme accentuated upon the announcesent of 
the Russo-Corman agreement reported in the looal press 
* September 30, 1939, For some days previous to the 
Mlusion of thig agreement the Turkish Toreign 'inle 
ther was in Moscow negotiating with the “tussian Govern- 
“nt, It was feared locally thet fussia would impose 
res upon Turkey whioh might cause that country to 
tke a Course of aotion liablo to threaten Iraq. It 
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weat this juncture that Genera) “urd, the ortng ‘inte 
stot, pade his second broadcast Speech to the nation 
on September “6 (the first was on “optenber 1 and waa 
sported in my Cospatoh no. 1375 of septendor 7, 1939) 
the purpose of which sivht be variously interpreted, 4 
oopy of a translation of the speeah fo enclosed horewlth, 

The Trime “iniator seems to ba especiully concerned 
atout the moves of “usaian Aiplomacy since the outbroak 
of wary, and to foar that these moves may eventually ine 
volve Turkey (Iraq's ally of the Satadabad Faot) in war; 
that they may also involve Groat Mritain in another di. 
reobion, and thereby conoeivably oall for a fullor appli- 
cation of the allianoe betweon Fngland and TT@qe 

In view of the possible imminenos of such a state of 
iffairs, the Prime “inistor seeks to relly Iraqis to the 
oause of the British alliance. He is at great pains to 
uke this course of action seem the only one cons{stent 
with Arab honour, tradition, and advantage, and he de- 
nunces almost openly the pro-Cerman Slements that are in 
fact working againat it. 50 One oan only gather that 
be fears the Strength of these unti-British and pro-Ger- 
ma eleuents, and fools that tho cause of the alliance 
neds bolstering, 

Because of the fact that it is generally delieved 
thet at the Conolusion of the war it is entirely possible 
Nikey, as a quid pro quo for its susport of the Allies, 
“leht be granted Arad territory inoluding at least Aleppo, 
lou, and Kirkuk, I interpret Nuri'a specoh a3 an ef- 
to to Gain populer support for the Traqi Movarnment's 
Willey to fulfill its oblications under the inglo-Iraq 
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oreaty inasmuch as he believes it uftords the baat 
snd possibly the only real assurance iraq miicht have 
of saintaining an uninpalred position after tho Cons 


gusion of the present conflict, 


Respectfully yours, 


”.» Knabenshue 
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of speech. 
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The Seorotery of Stato, 

Vashington. 

dirt 

T have the honor to roport that the local Snglish and Prenoch 
Rves of Ootober 18 and 19 mentions tho report that tho Grand Muftt 
of Palostine left tho Lebanon and arrived in Baghdad, without say~ 
bg however that ha flede 


AsAhrom of Setober 17, on a Jolrut cate~lino of Cotober 16 


frea ite Special oorrosnonvont in Boirut, saya (in tranelation 
from Arubio) 4 
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Tho digoreetnoes o” tho .yptian prosa, arable and ~uropann, 


Tee ae nen ey nero 


inavolding nantion of Lhe cuftits renarted now +5 Yachdad ag en | | 
smape or Plight my well ba due to tha censoraghts established in 
it under the prosont state of siosoe The Britdah smbagaador 
ure has told ow that the ‘tufts ootually flog, thet the French ' 
tad been careless in the ratter by allowing hin to slip through || 
thelr hands, and that he wag not at all plensed at tho devolop- 
nante 

Hespootfully yours, 
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TELEGRAM SENT 


Pete Date: october 22, 1939 
No. ‘ 64 
Charged to: 


Brown Legation 


GPO tag 


Paraphrase 


Baghdad received the signing of the English French 
iurkish pacts with a distinct feeling of relief. A real 
unety lest Tugkey succumb to Russian demands with 
tnsequences potentially dangerous to Iraq was allayed. 
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crown Charged to: Jerntion 
GPO t-1142 
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Pal 


“n early meeting of representatives of the Zneadabed 


. hes been reported by recent Itelian and French broad- 

ste, The Iranian and Turkish “inicters informed me in a 
ly to my inquiries that Trat hed taken no initietive in 

vo netter and had not becn anpronched,. However the Turkish 

nster Informed me last nicht thet the Traai Minister for 

raion Affairs , sugeestine tne desirability of such o meeting, 


ithet day asked him to suerest it to his Sovernment. 
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jashdad, Iraq, “ovembor 1, 1939 


to, 1425 


subject: Proposed <ceting of the Saadavag Powers, 


the Honorable 


The Secretary of “tate, pS 


Washington, D. C. CL & 
Sir: 

Thave the honor to report that the Italian broad- 
casts have recently been announcing the intention of the 
aeabers of the Saadabad Pact to meet shortly to discuss 
the international situation and its relation to members 
of the pact. 

On Saturday morning, October 21, the Iranian iini- 
ter pald me a visit and during the course of our conver- 
ution I referred to the Italian woadcasts and asked him 
Nether he had heard anything officially or otherwise re- 
Grding the rumoured meeting of the signatories thereto. 
He said that he had no information about it and that he 
{ld not §ee why in the circumstances they should meet, 
‘Antenuoh a8 their mutual relations were not affected by 
the international situation. In this, of course, he 


t 
" Wong, for, in accordance with Article III of the 


Suodabad Paot 


aa aiecer eee 


gedabad Pact "The idgh Contracting Parties 


yerestS.” 


agree to con- ‘ 
git each other in ell matters relating to conflicts of 
or international character having regang to their common ine 
i 


It is obvious that the Anglo-Iraqi treaty of Alliance, | « 


the English-French~Turkish Agreement, and the rumours of a 


| 
st least Russian economic demands on Tran, might concely~ . | 
wbly lead to developments which would affect the common 
interests Of the members of the Saadabad Pact, 
On the same afternoon, when I returned the visit of 
the Turkish “inister, he told me that he had no official 


information regarding the rumoured meeting, but he thought 


ty rae it entirely possible that the matter Was being discussed 
GLOSTONOL ot, 

Aas tt Ankara, and he personally believed i; would be a good 
To vaistetog™ af 

thing {f such a meeting should take plage, 
T tees tie 3, 


On October 23 the ilinister for Foreien affairs said 
that the Iraqi Government had not been apprOached in the 
F roNON add ova J ; 


utter, but he said that he would not be survrisea if 
o9g YIIneoot oven nia 


_ | Wtha meeting were to be arranged sometime in the near 
beadchas” ant Yo -trascay 
. _. | future, 
Bughe Lone tiucatoéad om | | 
en On the evening of October 26 the Turkish “iinister 
e20nn are x 
shai informed me that the Minister for Foreign ag fairs had 
adretow ieee var err ae 
; sdicia, as that day Suggestedcto him the desirabilgty of a meet- 
ta thatveo gs am bbs th : 
ie ha, ED lng of Tepresentatives of the nembers of the Saadabad 
fi od bBerrsler Does. 
di atone feat tn order to discuss the present international situ- 
ns Bbraod bad od vot 
: Sie io Hon, and asked that he refer the matter to his Govern- 
du betuamiy and cue. 
. 4g HNt for consideration, 
On tie ot aad fa 
eae Seas « foe ae 1 communicated the Substance of this geepatch to 
Out af vibe es ees 
t 
nena: Bbc k kh Se ge, 8 i partment in my telegram no. 67 of Octoper 22, liam. 
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TELEGRAM SENT 


TD RCI 
» slegution, Tehran Date: December lL, 1 pem., 1939, 
No.: -~ 
Brown Charged to: Crfice 
Gro 1-142 


(P 


There are rumors in Pa-héeud thet 
demonstritions .geinst Irca are tuking 
place nesr Iruqi Legation in Teheran. Would 
appgeciate any informution you have on this 


subject. 


Knubenshue 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED 


F.& eetaeeerey reietixe oie Ithas 


werican Legation Date: December £65 10° Agh 
fe 
jehran No.: 


sown Received: December 18, 6 Pah. 


Pg Se ney prt ao ra tebe hms seal ous wate Sas ta Se 


Confidentiul 


Refer to your telegram of December 15, 1 P.M. 
There is no foundition whatsoever for these reports, cE 

It is my understonding that this rumor was started 
py Hetchek e Termun crent who recently arrived and i 
who I em told wus in Mosul at the time of the 
murder of tie british Consul. 


Engert. 


008 


Decode: WdP 
Para. GH : 
GEM 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE ~~" %*) 
WASHINGTON 


i 
{ 
i 
i 
! 
i 
t 


Deemmber 29, 1939 Pas 
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fy dear ir. Linieteur: 


Cur attention has heen dravm to « United Vrecs 


Ta) 


despatch bearins a Rome datelins of Deco. Ver 21, 1929 
sieting that accordin; te the Ttcliun press, the ff: an 
Government hes ordered wnerul mobailizetien cof nll ites 


emed forces and adopted other measwes to provide strict 


- 


SS 


alitary vigilance on the Afehan-Sevict Pussienfronticr. 
Il Messaggero contained the additicnel stats. ent, accord- 
ing to the despatch, thet the ffisian Gover: ent has dee 


cided, also, to initiate conversations with LPaqy Leon 


ind Turkey for the pw'pose of keepin; close contaet on 
atters relating to the Sovicts. 

Possibly the Itclim Goverment has caused this 
ticle to be published for purposes best l:nown to itself, 


nd the item may or icy not bear a ¢lose relation to the 


facts. Be that as it may, we Should of course be Se Le 


int m3 ’ 4 a 7 
*Merested to learn ot whatever you ney hear resrddsa: 


Such conversations, and to reecive POU DUES es oat Gr 


2. If consultations enon; the covern.cnts sicnat 


The Honorable 
Paul Knebenshue. 
fnericoan ehrister Tesicce.t 
and Sonsul tener: 


wa Thad , 
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